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ECONOMIC CENSUS 

 
The Central Statistical Office (CSO) has launched the 2007 Economic Census.  

 

Start-up activities of the Economic Census include a pre-test survey carried out in March 2007 

covering 3 districts in Lusaka and Northern provinces. The next start-up activity of the Economic 

Census is a pilot survey to cover 25 percent of the 72 districts in Zambia. This is scheduled to 

take place in the second and third week of May 2007. After the pilot survey, all major 

stakeholders from the public and private sectors will be called upon to deliberate on the outcomes 

before the main Census is launched in June 2007. The main Economic Census will cover all the 72 

districts of Zambia.  

 

The Economic Census, which is being carried out for the first time in Zambia, will provide a 

detailed portrait of the nation’s economy, from the national to the local level. It will measure all 

economic activities for the calendar years 2006 and 2007.  

 

The Economic Census will be carried out every five years. 

  

The Economic Census will be done in two phases:  

1. Listing of all establishments in Zambia (Large, medium, small, micro, formal and informal). 

2. Enumeration of the listed establishments 

 

Economic Census statistics shall be collected primarily from establishments and published by 

aggregation of establishments. All establishments (large, medium, small, micro, formal and 

informal) in Zambia will be enumerated. An establishment is defined as any entity where a good 

or service is produced or provided. It can be an individual person, a group of persons or a 

firm/company/institution/organization. 
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Many companies own or control more than one establishment. Those establishments may be in 

different geographical areas and may be engaged in different kinds of business. The Economic 

Census will collect separate information for each establishment.  

 

The Economic Census will collect comprehensive data from all the sectors of the economy, which 

will enable CSO to, among other things,  

 

• Measure the true Value Added (GDP) of the economy 

• Produce a full set of National Accounts 

• Measure the true extent of investment in Zambia (both domestic & foreign) 

• Measure non-merchandise trading between Zambia and the rest of the world 

• Compile a comprehensive register of establishments, which will be updated from time to 

time. 

 

The Economic Census will also provide benchmark statistics that will serve as a major source of 

facts about the structure and functions of the Zambian economy, and benchmark data for other 

economic indicators. The 2007 Economic Census will include many “firsts”, such as the 

comprehensive measurement of the output of “new” industries that include mobile phone and 

internet service providers; computer and other business services; market stalls and other small-

scale business owners in the informal sector. 

 

The Economic Census will cover all sectors of the economy including Agriculture; Mining; 

Manufacturing; Construction; Trading; Tourism; Real Estate; Financial Intermediaries (Banks & 

non-banks); Education; Health; Religious institutions and Non-Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs); and the public sector (Local Government, Central Government, and parastatals). 

 

The Economic Census is being carried out under the provisions of the Census and Statistics Act 

Chapter 127 of the Laws of Zambia.  The law requires firms to respond and specifies penalties for 

firms that fail to report. The law also requires the CSO to maintain confidentiality. No data are 

published that could reveal the identity or activity of any individual or business. The data so 

collected will be used for statistical purposes only and no other use. 

  



 3 

We urge all owners and operators of the various establishments in Zambia to co-operate with us 

and provide accurate information to the listers and enumerators who will soon visit your 

establishment to collect information. Your input is vital for the accurate measurement of the 

performance of the Zambian economy. The field staff will carry identification letters with them. 

 

For any further enquiries contact the head (Regional Statistician) of the nearest Central Statistical 

Provincial Office.  CSO has an office in each of the nine provinces. Or you can contact the Deputy 

Director in charge of Economic Statistics at the CSO headquarters. 

 

The contact phone/fax numbers and physical locations are as follows:  

Telephone/Fax   Location 

1. Lusaka Province    01 – 231647   NAPSA building 

2. Central Province   05 - 223655     ZSIC building 

3. Copperbelt Province   02 – 613427/621583          Mpelembe House 

4. Eastern Province   06 - 221430   NAPSA building 

5. Luapula Province   02 – 821114   NAPSA building 

6. Northern Province   04 – 221214   Compensation House 

7. North- Western Province  08 – 821263   NAPSA building 

8. Southern Province   03 – 323124   Musi-o-tunya House 

9. Western Province   07 – 221783   NAPSA building 

10. Deputy Director (Economic Statistics) 01 - 253609      CSO Headquarters 

 

Remember: 'Statistical information is key to national development’ 

 

 

Efreda Chulu (Ms.) 

ACTING DIRECTOR OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 

 

 

 


