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Foreword

The 2010 Census of Population and Housing was conducted 
between 16th October and 15th November 2010. Complete 
enumeration in all parts of the country was achieved by 30th 
November 2010. The 2010 Census of Population and Housing 
marked the fifth national population census that Zambia has 
successfully conducted since independence in 1964. Previous 
censuses were conducted in 1969, 1980, 1990 and 2000.

The orphanhood and fosterhood report is the first of its kind 
to be written in Zambia based on the information and presents 
detailed analysis of issues of: Orphanhood; Birth Certificates; 
Education and Literacy; Economic Activity; Marital Status; 
and Fosterhood.

Following the 20th September 2011 tripartite elections and 
the ushering in of the Patriotic Front Government, Muchinga 
Province was created by His Excellency, The President of the 
Republic of Zambia, Mr. Michael Chilufya Sata, in October 
2011.

This report includes information for the newly created 
Muchinga Province. Since the new province has been created 
by taking whole districts, without altering existing district 
boundaries, population totals for the new province have been 
easily extracted from the original areas that were part of 
Northern and Eastern provinces, respectively. This therefore 

means that the new totals for Northern and Eastern provinces 
are lower due to the loss of four (4) and one (1) districts 
respectively to the new province of Muchinga.

I would like to thank all our cooperating partners that supported 
the 2010 Census of Population and Housing. Special gratitude 
goes to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the 
United Kingdom AID (UKAID-formerly DFID), the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID) and 
the African Development Bank (AfDB) for their material, 
financial and technical support to the Government of the 
Republic of Zambia (GRZ) and the Central Statistical Office 
(CSO) in particular during this mammoth national exercise.

I also extend my sincere gratitude to the Zambian people and 
all the residents of Zambia during the census for the support 
and cooperation. I hope the information contained in this 
report and in the reports to follow will be effectively used by all 
to plan and deliver development to the Zambian people.

Alexander B. Chikwanda, MP 
Minister of Finance 

December, 2013
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Major Concepts and Definitions

Orphan  A child aged 0-17 years who has lost one or both parents 

Maternal orphan A child aged 0-17 years whose mother is dead

Paternal orphan A child aged 0-17 years whose father is dead

Single orphan  A child aged 0-17 years who has lost one of the parents  

Double orphan A child aged 0-17 years whose both parents are deceased

Fostered children         Children aged 0-17 years not living with either of their parents regardless
   of whether the parents are alive or dead

Economically Active  All persons of either sex who furnish the supply of labour for the production
   of goods or services within the production boundary. This relevant production
   of goods and services includes all production of goods, the production of market
   and non-market services, and the production for own final consumption of household
   services by employing paid domestic staff.

Marital Status  Refers to the fact of whether you are never married, married, separated, divorced,
   widowed or cohabiting.

Literacy  The ability to read and write in any language

School attendance Attendance at any accredited educational institution or programme, public or private,
   for organised learning at any level of education

Gross School Attendance Rate 
The ratio of the population aged five years and older attending a specified education level to the 
applicable official school-age   population, In some instances where there is extensive under-age and over-
age enrolment, the ratio can be over 100 percent. This indicator is mainly used to measure the absorption 
capacity of an education system at any designated level. 

Net School Attendance 
The net school attendance rate measures the percentage of the school-age population that is attending 
a designated level of education. This indicator is much more refined than the gross attendance rates and is 
widely used in education planning. The gross and net attendance rates are used to determine the extent of 
under and over age school attendance in an education system.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1 Background 

The first and most basic right of children is the right to life and 
the right to enjoy the highest attainable standard of health. 
This is the right to survive, to develop to the full, and enjoy 
a safe, healthy and happy childhood (UNICEF, 2008:1). This 
means having the right to a healthy, physical and emotional 
development and to live, learn and be a full and respected 
member of society. Yet child survival and health have been 
a concern for some time now, particularly in developing 
countries. In 2008, for instance, an average of 26,000 children 
under the age of five years were dying every day worldwide 
from preventable diseases, and nearly all of them lived in the 
developing countries (UNICEF, 2008:1). 

1.2 Global

Finding the necessary resources to protect orphans has become 
a priority for the international aid community (Ennew 2005). 

This is reflected in ‘rights-based approaches’ to child welfare 
underpinned by the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (UNCRC). Among other things, the UNCRC 
establishes standards for the fulfillment of the well-being of 
children without parental care. This implies that the basic 
human necessities of health, shelter, food, water and sanitation 
and also other human rights provisions such as education 
have to be accessed by orphaned children. However, these 
rights-based approaches have limited impact on the children’s 
welfare in developing countries due to structural rigidities. This 
increases vulnerability among orphans.     
 
To address the challenge of taking care of the orphans, a 
number of approaches have been applied. These include 
extended family, institutional, community-based and rights-
based (Table 1.1).

Table 1.1: Approaches of Interventions
Model of care Actors Philosophy Strategy

Informal/
Traditional

Extended family
Church
Foster parents

Relatedness
Belonging 
Charity

Fosterage/adoption
Welfare provision 
Donations

Institutional State 
NGOs

Economic development Orphanages 
Foster homes
Dormitories

Community- based Local communities
Community-based NGOs

Need-oriented
Participation
Empowerment
Local governance

Child sponsorship
Orphanages
Foster homes

Rights-based Children-centered organizations Rights Inclusive
Source: Abebe, Tatek, 2009

1.3 Sub-Saharan Africa

The African continent is home to an estimated 14 million 
orphans; a figure which is estimated to increase to 50 million 
by 2015 (UNAIDS 2004). This increased orphanhood entails 
more vulnerability to children’s welfare and insecurity and ill 
health among the affected children.  

Figure 1.1 shows the percentage distribution of orphaned 
children in sub-Saharan Africa. The figure shows that the rates 
of orphanhood in Zambia are the second highest in Africa. 
The increased disease burden in the country is most likely to 
increase orphanhood and the related vulnerability.   

Figure 1.1: Percentage Distribution of Orphaned Children in 
Sub‐Saharan Africa

20.0
21.0

12 0
13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0

14.0 14.0 14.0
15.0 15.0

16.0
17.0 17.0

18.0

en
t

6.0

8.0
9.0

11.0 11.0 11.0
12.0

Pe
rc

s s r e o e

M
au
rit
iu
s

Co
m
or
oe

s

M
ad
ag
as
ca
r

Dj
ib
ou

ti

Et
ho

pi
a

Er
itr
ea

Ta
nz
an
ia

Bu
ru
nd

i

So
m
al
ia

Ke
ny
a

So
ut
h 
Af
ric
a

U
ga
nd

a

An
go
la

N
am

ib
ia

M
al
aw

i

M
oz
am

bi
qu

e

Rw
an
da

Le
so
th
o

Sw
az
ila
nd

Bo
ts
w
an
a

Za
m
bi
a

Zi
m
ba
bw

e

S M

Country

Figure 1.1: Percentage Distribution of Orphaned Children in Sub-
Saharan Africa

Source: United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF), 2008

1.4 National 

In Zambia, like many other developing countries, children 
face significant hurdles in securing even the basic standards of 
survival and development. Compromised by poverty, inadequate 
infrastructural development and ill-health even before birth, 
many children suffer the successive blows of malnutrition, 
inadequate schooling, poor housing and exposure to danger and 
harm (UNICEF, 2008).Vulnerability and deprivation among 
orphans and fostered children is higher. Orphanhood usually 
affects the child’s growth and development by increasing the risk 
of missing out on education opportunities, of living in a home 
which is food secure, of suffering from anxiety and depression as 
well as exposure to HIV infection among other factors.

The 2005 and 2009 Zambia Sexual Behaviour Surveys obtained 
information on orphanhood in the country in the sampled areas. 

Table 1.2 shows the distribution of orphans by sex and rural/
urban. The table shows that the proportion of orphans in Zambia 
was estimated at 18.4 percent in 2005 and 14.6 percent in 2009. 
The results indicated a decrease in the proportion of orphaned 
children in the country.
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Table 1.2: Percentage Distribution of Children under the Age of 18 years who were Orphans, by Sex and Rural/Urban, 2005 and 2009 

Orphan Status
Male Female Urban Rural Total

2005 2009 2005 2009 2005 2009 2005 2009 2005 2009
Both parents alive 79.1 84.4 81.9 85.1 75.1 81.7 82.6 86.1 80.5 84.8

Only Father alive 33.7 2.3 2.5 2.2 4.0 2.5 2.7 2.2 3.1 2.3

Only Mother alive 11.9 8.6 10.3 8.2 13.7 9.4 10.0 7.9 11.1 8.4

Both parents deceased 4.4 4.0 3.8 3.6 5.8 5.1 3.4 3.2 4.1 3.8

Total maternal orphans 8.2 6.4 6.3 6.0 10.0 7.8 6.2 5.5 7.3 6.2

Total paternal orphans 16.3 12.6 14.0 11.8 19.5 14.5 13.5 11.2 15.2 12.2

Total orphans 20.1 15.0 16.6 14.2 23.7 17.2 16.3 13.4 18.4 14.6

Number of children 3,188 3,132 3,069 3,032 1,802 1,909 4,456 4,258 6,258 6,167

Source: 2005 and 2009 Zambia Sexual Behaviour Survey

Note: Children who are missing information on the survival status of their parents are not presented in the table

The proportion of male orphans was 20.1 percent in 2005 and 
15.0 percent in 2009 while that of females was 16.6 percent 

in 2005 and 14.2 percent in 2009. The proportion of orphans 
in both rural and urban areas also reduced.



2.0 Summary

The population of children aged 0-17 years was 6,638, 301 and of these children 13.0 percent 
were orphans. 

Rural areas had a higher percentage of maternal orphans (56.3 percent) compared to urban 
areas with 43.7 percent. There were more maternal female orphans (50.7 percent) than males 
(49.3 percent). 

There were more female paternal orphans compared to males. At provincial level, Lusaka 
Province had the highest number of paternal orphans followed by Copperbelt Province. 
North Western Province had the lowest percentage of paternal orphans. 

CHAPTER 2
ORPHANHOOD
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2.1 Orphanhood status in Zambia

The global definition of ‘orphan’ in international social work 
is a child with two deceased biological parents, but this is not 
universal. Different societies have different conceptions about 
orphans, and understanding orphanhood – both biological 
and social – as a phenomenon and mode of life of children is 
culture-specific (Abebe, 2009). Orphanhood entails increased 
vulnerability, inequality and poverty after the death of one or 
both parents.    In this chapter, an orphan is defined as a child 
aged below 18 years who has lost one or both parents.

There are many factors that contribute to the death of adults in 
Zambia of which HIV/AIDS has become a major underlying 

Chapter 2: Orphanhood

cause. Other major causes of death in the country include 
malaria, tuberculosis, multiple concurrent epidemics such as 
co-infection of AIDS and tuberculosis. These are compounded 
by poor socio-economic conditions in the country.  The high 
death rates of adults contribute to the growth of orphanhood 
and fosterhood. However, there is inadequate data on 
orphanhood and fosterhood in the country. The 2010 Census 
of Population and Housing was one major attempt to obtain 
such information. 

Table 2.1 shows the proportion of orphans (aged 0-17 years) by 
province and rural/urban. The table shows that the population 
of children (aged 0-17 years) was 6,638, 301 and of these 
children, 860,642 (13.0 percent) were orphans. 

Table 2.1: Percentage of Orphans (0-17 years) by Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/urban and Province Children (aged 0-17 years) Orphans (aged 0-17 years) Percent distribution of Orphans
Total 6,638,301 860,642 13.0
Rural 4,208,117 480,795 11.4

Urban 2,430,184 379,847 15.6

Province
Central 679,174 91,241 13.4

Copperbelt 943,568 148,720 15.8

Eastern 834,968 95,625 11.5

Luapula 520,045 63,727 12.3

Lusaka 1,019,184 150,626 14.8

Muchinga 380,193 42,491 11.2

Northern 587,352 63,575 10.8

North Western 384,686 37,202 9.7

Southern 839,690 100,090 11.9

Western 449,441 67,345 15.0

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

The percentage of orphans was more in the urban areas (15.6 
percent) compared to rural areas (11.4 percent). Copperbelt 
Province had the highest percentage of orphans at 15.8 
percent, followed by Western Province at 15.0 percent. The 
lowest percentage of orphans was in North Western Province 
at 9.7 percent.   

Figure 2.1 shows percentage distribution of orphans by 
province.  The figure shows that Lusaka Province had the 
highest percentage share of orphans (17.5 percent) followed by 
Copperbelt Province (17.3 percent). North Western Province 
had the lowest percentage share of orphans at 4.3 percent.
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Figure 2.1: Percentage Distribution of Orphans by 
Province, Zambia 2010 
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Figure 2.1: Percentage Distribution of Orphans by Province, Zambia 2010 

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

2.2 Types of Orphans

Figure 2.2 shows the percentage distribution of children (aged 
0-17 years) by orphanhood status and type of orphanhood. The 
figure shows that of the total number of children aged 0-17 
years, 13.0 percent were orphans. The percentage of orphans 
was further broken down by type namely: Maternal, Double 
and Paternal. The highest percentage of the orphans was 
Paternal (8.1 percent), followed by double (2.8 percent) and 
the lowest was Maternal (2.1 percent).

Figure 2.2: Percentage Distribution of Children (0‐17 years) by 
Orphanhood Status and Type of Orphanhood, Zambia 2010 p yp p ,
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Figure 2.2: Percentage Distribution of Children (0-17 years) by 
Orphanhood Status and Type of Orphanhood, Zambia 2010 

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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2.2.1 Maternal Orphans

Mothers play a critical role in raising children in a home, 
therefore the death of a mother negatively affects the welfare 

of children. Table 2.2 shows the percentage distribution of 
Maternal Orphans (aged 0-17 years) by rural/urban, sex and 
province.

Table 2.2: Percentage Distribution of Maternal Orphans (0-17 years) by Rural/Urban, Sex and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/urban, Sex and Province Total Maternal Orphans Percent

Total 136,660 100
Rural 76,922 56.3
Urban 59,738 43.7
Sex
Male 67,400 49.3
Female 69,260 50.7
Province
Central 14,284 10.5
Copperbelt 23,667 17.3
Eastern 14,056 10.3
Luapula 9,881 7.2
Lusaka 23,901 17.5
Muchinga 6,091 4.5
Northern 9,059 6.6
North Western 6,325 4.6
Southern 17,519 12.8
Western 11,877 8.7
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

The table shows that 56.3 percent of maternal orphans were 
in rural areas while 43.7 percent were in urban areas. The table 
also shows that there were more maternal female orphans 
(50.7 percent) than males (49.3 percent). 

Lusaka Province had the highest percentage of maternal 
orphans at 17.5 percent while Muchinga Province had the 
lowest at 4.5 percent.

2.2.2 Paternal Orphans

Table 2.3 shows the percent distribution of Paternal Orphans 
(aged 0-17 years) by rural/urban, sex and province. The table 

shows that 56.1 percent of Paternal orphans were in rural areas 
while 43.9 percent were in urban areas. 

The table also shows that there were more female Paternal 
orphans (50.7 percent) compared to males (49.3 percent). 
At provincial level, Lusaka Province had the highest number 
of paternal orphans (17.6 per cent), followed by Copperbelt 
Province with 16.8 percent. North Western Province had the 
lowest percentage of paternal orphans at 4.6 percent. 

Table 2.3 Percentage Distribution of Paternal Orphans (0-17 years) by Rural/Urban, Sex and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/urban, Sex and Province Total Paternal Orphans Percent

Total 539,436 100
Rural 302,875 56.1

Urban 236,561 43.9

Sex

Male 265,738 49.3

Female 273,698 50.7

Province
Central 56,060 10.4

Copperbelt 90,837 16.8

Eastern 61,020 11.3

Luapula 39,451 7.3

Lusaka 94,819 17.6

Muchinga 26,881 5.0

Northern 40,725 7.5

North Western 24,616 4.6

Southern 61,780 11.5

Western 43,247 8.0

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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2.2.3 Double Orphans

Table 2.4 shows the percentage distribution of double orphans 
(aged 0-17 years) by sex, province and rural/urban. The table 
shows that, there were 184,546 double orphans of which 54.7 

percent were in rural areas while 45.3 percent in urban areas. 
Further, the table shows that there were more females who 
were double orphans (50.7 percent) compared to males with 
49.3 percent.

Table 2.4 Percentage Distribution of Double Orphans (0-17 years) by Sex, Rural/Urban and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/urban, Sex and Province Total Double Orphans Percent

Total 184,546 100
Rural 100,998 54.7
Urban 83,548 45.3
Sex
Male 91,044 49.3
Female 93,502 50.7
Province 
Central 20,897 11.3
Copperbelt 34,216 18.5
Eastern 20,549 11.1
Luapula 14,395 7.8
Lusaka 31,906 17.3
Muchinga 9,519 5.2
Northern 13,791 7.5
North Western 6,261 3.4
Southern 20,791 11.3
Western 12,221 6.6
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Copperbelt Province had the highest percentage of double orphans at 18.5 percent while North Western Province had the lowest, 
(3.4 percent). 



3.0 Summary

Of the 860,642 orphans, 14.7 percent had birth certificates, 75.2 percent did not have birth 
certificates and it was not known whether 10.1 percent had birth certificates or not. The 
percentage of non-orphans with birth certificates was higher at 17.8 percent.

Urban areas had a higher percentage of orphans with birth certificates (25.0 percent) 
compared to rural areas (6.4 percent). The percentages of orphans without birth certificates 
in both rural and urban areas were 87.0 and 60.4 percent, respectively.

Lusaka had the highest percentage of both orphans and non-orphans with birth certificates 
at 27.7 and 36.7 percent, respectively. Luapula Province had the lowest proportion of 
orphans with birth certificates. Overall, there were more non-orphans with birth certificates 
than orphans in all the provinces.

CHAPTER 3

BIRTH CERTIFICATES
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3.1 Introduction

Every child has the right to have a name and a nationality for 
the preservation of their identity (UNICEF, 2009: 52). Both 
of these rights are realized through the provision of a birth 
registration. Birth registration provides some form of child 
protection throughout a child’s life. However, birth registration 
within Zambia is among the lowest in the world (UNICEF, 
2009). With the growing recognition of the need for birth 
registration by the Government of Zambia, the 2010 Census 
of Population and Housing collected data on birth registration 
for children aged 0-17 years. The formal registration of the 
births in Zambia is through the acquisition of a birth certificate.

Figure 3.1 shows the percentage of children (aged 0-17 years) 
with and without birth certificate by Orphanhood status and 
rural/urban. The figure shows that, of the 860,642 orphans, 
14.7 percent had birth certificates, 75.2 percent did not have 
birth certificates and it was not known whether 10.1 percent 
of the orphans had birth certificates or not. The percentage of 
non-orphans with birth certificates was higher at 17.8 percent.

Urban areas had a higher percentage of orphans with birth 
certificates (25.0 percent) compared to rural areas (6.5 percent). 
The percentages of orphans without birth certificates in both 
rural and urban areas were high at 87.0 and 60.4 percent, 
respectively.

In both rural and urban areas, there were higher proportions of 
non-orphans with birth certificates than orphans.

Chapter 3: Birth Certificates

Figure 3.1: Percentage Distribution of Children (0-17 Years) With 
and Without Birth Certificates, by Orphanhood Status and Rural/
Urban, Zambia 2010

Figure 3.1: Percentage Distribution of Children (0‐17 Years) 
With and Without Birth Certificates, by Orphanhood Status and 
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Table 3.1 shows the percentage distribution of Children (aged 
0-17 Years) with and without birth certificates by province. 
Lusaka Province had the highest percentage of orphans and 
non-orphans with birth certificates at 27.7 and 36.7 percent, 
respectively. Luapula Province had the lowest percentage of 
orphans and non-orphans with birth certificates, at 6.1 and 7.9 
percent, respectively. Overall, there were more non-orphans 
with birth certificates than orphans in all the provinces.

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 3.1 Percentage Distribution of Children (0-17 Years) With or Without Birth Certificates by Orphanhood Status and Province, Zambia 
2010

  Province 
Total 

Number of 
Orphans

Percent
Total 

Number 
of Non-
Orphans

Percent

Orphans 
With Birth 

Certificate

Orphans 
Without Birth 
Certificate

Orphans 
that Do not 

Know

Non-
Orphans 
With Birth 

Certificate

Non-
Orphans 

Without Birth 
Certificate

Non-
Orphans 

that Do not 
Know

Central 91,241 13.3 77.1 9.6 569,142 16.1 80.5 3.5

Copperbelt 148,720 24.6 61.1 14.3 771,912 32.8 62.3 4.9

Eastern 95,625 6.5 86.5 7.0 720,820 8.2 89.3 2.5

Luapula 63,727 6.1 87.6 6.3 445,023 7.9 89.7 2.3

Lusaka 150,626 27.7 57.2 15.1 841,133 36.7 58.1 5.2

Muchinga 42,491 11.5 80.7 7.7 327,638 15.9 81.5 2.6

Northern 63,575 7.2 86.1 6.7 509,499 9.4 88.4 2.1

North Western 37,202 8.3 83.6 8.1 335,321 11.9 84.9 3.2

Southern 100,090 9.0 82.3 8.7 716,321 10.5 86.3 3.2

Western 67,345 6.3 87.6 6.0 371,534 8.4 88.8 2.9

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 3.2 shows the number of male orphans and non-orphans 
(aged 0-17 years) with or without birth certificates by province 
and rural/urban. The table shows that the percentage of 
children that had obtained birth certificates was low among 

male orphans (14.4 percent) compared to non-orphans (17.7 
percent). In rural areas, the percentages of orphans and non-
orphans that had birth Certificates were lower than those in 
urban areas. 
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Table 3.2: Percentage Distribution of Male Orphans and Non-Orphans (0-17 years) With and Without Birth Certificates by Province and 
Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 

Rural/Urban and 
Province

Male Orphans Male Non-Orphans

Total Num-
ber 

Percentage Total Num-
ber 

Percentage
 With Birth 
Certificate

Without Birth 
Certificate Do not Know With Birth 

Certificate
Without Birth 
Certificate Do not Know

Total 424,182 14.4 75.7 9.8 2,789,048 17.7 79.1 3.3
Rural 244,203 6.4 87.0 6.6 1,820,472 9.0 88.6 2.4
Urban 179,979 25.3 60.5 14.2 968,576 34.0 61.1 4.9
Province
Central 45,415 13.2 77.3 9.5 283,995 16.0 80.6 3.3
Copperbelt 71,892 24.6 61.4 14.1 380,619 33.0 62.4 4.6
Eastern 48,873 6.3 86.6 7.1 361,009 8.2 89.4 2.4
Luapula 31,866 5.8 88.1 6.1 222,567 7.9 89.8 2.3
Lusaka 70,900 27.8 57.4 14.8 410,864 36.9 58.2 4.8
Muchinga 21,393 11.4 80.9 7.7 164,064 15.8 81.6 2.6
Northern 32,030 7.3 86.0 6.7 254,984 9.4 88.5 2.1
North Western 18,462 8.3 84.0 7.7 167,734 12.0 85.0 3.0
Southern 49,931 8.9 82.6 8.5 357,320 10.4 86.6 3.0
Western 33,420 6.3 87.8 5.9 185,892 8.4 88.8 2.8
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

At provincial level, Lusaka Province had the highest percentage 
of male orphans with birth certificates at 27.8 percent, followed 
by Copperbelt with 24.6 percent. The lowest percentage of 
male orphans with birth certificates was in Luapula Province 
(5.8 percent).  

Table 3.3 shows the percentage distribution of female orphans 
and female non-orphans (aged 0-17 years) with and without 
birth certificates by rural/urban and province. The table 
shows that the percentage of female non-orphans with birth 
certificates was higher (17.8 percent) than that of female 
orphans (14.9 percent). The pattern was the same in both rural 
and urban areas.

Table 3.3: Percentage Distribution of Female Orphans and Non-Orphans (0-17 years) With and Without Birth Certificates by Rural/Urban 
and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/Urban 
and Province

Female Orphans Female Non-Orphans

Total 
Number 

Percentage Total 
Number 

Percentage
With Birth 

Certificate
Without Birth 
Certificates

Do  not 
Know

With Birth 
Certificate

Without Birth 
Certificates Do not Know

Total 436,460 14.9 74.7 10.3 2,819,295 17.8 78.6 3.6
Rural 236,592 6.5 86.9 6.5 1,804,935 9.0 88.5 2.5
Urban 199,868 24.8 60.3 14.8 1,014,360 33.4 60.9 5.6
 Province
Central 45,826 13.3 77 9.7 285,147 16.1 80.3 3.6
Copperbelt 76,828 24.7 60.8 14.6 391,293 32.6 62.2 5.2
Eastern 46,752 6.7 86.3 7.0 359,811 8.2 89.2 2.6
Luapula 31,861 6.3 87.2 6.4 222,456 8.0 89.6 2.4
Lusaka 79,726 27.5 57.1 15.4 430,269 36.4 58.0 5.6
Muchinga 21,098 11.7 80.6 7.8 163,574 15.9 81.5 2.6
Northern 31,545 7.1 86.2 6.7 254,515 9.5 88.3 2.2
North Western 18,740 8.4 83.2 8.5 167,587 11.9 84.7 3.3
Southern 50,159 9.0 82.0 9.0 359,001 10.6 86.1 3.3
Western 33,925 6.3 87.5 6.1 185,642 8.4 88.7 2.9
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

At provincial level, Lusaka Province also had the highest 
percentage of female orphans with birth certificates at 27.5 
percent, followed by Copperbelt Province with 24.7 percent. 
Western and Luapula provinces had the lowest percentage of 
female orphans with birth certificates at 6.3 percent each.  

Figure 3.2 shows percent distribution of orphans with birth 
certificates by type of orphanhood and rural/urban. The figure 
shows that a higher percentage of Paternal orphans had birth 
certificates (15.9 percent) compared to maternal (14.7 percent) 
and double orphans (11.2 percent). This pattern was the same 
in both rural and urban areas. 

Figure 3.2: Percent Distribution of Orphans with Birth 
Certificates by Type of Orphanhood and Rural/Urban, Zambia 
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Figure 3.2: Percentage Distribution of Orphans with Birth Certifi-
cates by Type of Orphanhood and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 
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Figure 3.3 shows the percentage distribution of orphans 
with birth certificates by type of orphanhood and province. 
Consistently in all the provinces, apart from North Western 
Province, the percentage of paternal orphans with birth 
certificates was higher than that of the maternal and double 
orphans. 

Figure 3.3: Percentage Distribution of Orphans with Birth 
Certificates by Type of Orphanhood and Province, Zambia 2010 y yp p ,
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Figure 3.3: Percentage Distribution of Orphans with Birth Certifi-
cates by Type of Orphanhood and Province, Zambia 2010 

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing



CHAPTER 4
EDUCATION AND LITERACY 

4.0 Summary

The percentage of orphans who were literate was higher (67.0 percent) than that of non-
orphans with 51.9 percent. At provincial level, Lusaka and Copperbelt Provinces had the 
highest percentage of both orphans and non-orphans who were literate.

Literacy by type of Orphanhood shows that, Double orphans had higher literacy rates (70.5 
percent) compared with both maternal (66.8 percent) and paternal (65.6 percent) orphans. 
The double orphans were more literate than their maternal and paternal counterparts in both 
rural and urban areas.

Overall, the percentage of orphans who had ever attended school was higher (80.2 percent) 
than non-orphans (71.0 percent). The percentage of both orphans and non-orphans who 
had ever attended school was higher in urban areas than in rural areas. 

The percentage of non-orphaned children who were currently attending school was higher 
than that of orphans at all ages
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CHAPTER 4
EDUCATION AND LITERACY 

4.1 Literacy 

The ability to read and write is critical for national, community 
and individual development. The 2010 Census obtained 
information on literacy levels in Zambia for both orphans and 
non-orphans. 

Figure 4.1 shows the literacy rate of orphaned and non-
orphaned children aged 5 to 17 years by rural/urban.

Chapter 4: Education and Literacy 

Figure 4.1: Literacy Rate of Orphans and Non‐Orphans by 
Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 / ,
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Figure 4.1: Literacy Rate of Orphans and Non-Orphans by Rural/
Urban, Zambia 2010 

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

The results show that there was a higher percentage of orphans 
who were literate (67.0 percent) than that of non-orphans 
(51.9 percent). This pattern was similar in both rural and urban 
areas. Generally, urban areas had higher percentages of literate 
children than rural areas for both orphans and non-orphans. 
Table 4.1 shows the percentage distribution of children aged 
5-17 years who can read and write by Orphanhood status,  
rural/urban and province.

 The table shows that Lusaka and Copperbelt Provinces had 
the highest percentages of orphans who could read and write 
at 77.8 percent each. The province with the lowest percentage 
of literate orphans was Eastern province at 53.0 percent. 

For the non-orphans, Copperbelt Province had the highest 
percentage of non-orphans who could read and write (66.1 
percent) followed by Lusaka Province at 64.0 percent.  The 
lowest percentage of literate non-orphans with 39.5 percent 
was recorded in Eastern Province.

Table 4.1: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) who can Read and Write by Orphanhood Status, Province and Rural/urban, 
Zambia 2010

Rural/urban and 
Province

Number of Non-
Orphans (5-17 

years)

Non-Orphans 
who know how to 

read and write
Percent

Number of 
Orphans (5-17 

years)

Orphans who 
know how to 

read and write
Percent

Total 3,561,649 1,847,328 51.9 711,264 476,841 67.0
Rural 2,281,909 1,002,897 43.9 389,128 223,192 57.4
Urban 1,279,740 844,431 66.0 322,136 253,649 78.7
 Province
Central 363,213 191,717 52.8 74,953 50,465 67.3
Copperbelt 508,730 336,257 66.1 126,811 98,649 77.8
Eastern 458,281 181,121 39.5 78,507 41,572 53.0
Luapula 280,609 121,245 43.2 50,043 27,868 55.7
Lusaka 536,152 342,901 64.0 128,741 100,192 77.8
Muchinga 206,268 93,589 45.4 34,604 20,749 60.0
Northern 317,030 136,338 43.0 50,887 28,721 56.4
North western 211,829 101,245 47.8 29,719 18,227 61.3
Southern 450,761 235,727 52.3 83,485 58,058 69.5
Western 228,776 107,188 46.9 53,514 32,340 60.4
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

4.1.1 Literacy by Type of Orphanhood

Figure 4.3 shows the literacy rate of orphans aged 5-17 years 
by type of orphanhood and rural/urban. Overall, Double 
orphans had a higher literacy rate (70.5 percent) than the 
maternal (66.8 percent) and paternal (65.6 percent) orphans. 
The Literacy rates for Double orphans were higher than those 
for maternal and paternal orphans in both rural and urban 
areas. 

Figure 4.2: Literacy Rate of Orphans (5-17 years) by Type of 
Orphanhood and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 
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Table 4.2 shows the total number and percentage distribution 
of maternal orphans who were Literate by province, rural/
urban and sex. Overall, 66.8 percent of the maternal orphans 
were literate. There were more literate females (67.7 per cent) 
than males (65.9 percent).   

The percentage of maternal orphans who were literate was 
higher in urban areas (78.6 per cent) than that in rural areas 
(57.4 per cent).

Table 4.2: Percentage Distribution of Maternal Orphans (5-17 Years) who were Literate by province, rural/urban and sex, Zambia 2010
Rural/urban and 

Province
Total Maternal Orphans Literate Maternal Orphans Percent Literate

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Males Female 
Total 123,597 61,006 62,591 82,589 40,186 42,403 66.8 65.9 67.7
Rural 68,732 35,262 33,470 39,442 20,179 19,263 57.4 57.2 57.6
Urban 54,865 25,744 29,121 43,147 20,007 23,140 78.6 77.7 79.5
Province
Central 13,067 6,620 6,447 8,769 4,370 4,399 67.1 66 68.2
Copperbelt 21,657 10,423 11,234 16,813 7,968 8,845 77.6 76.4 78.7
Eastern 12,609 6,538 6,071 6,606 3,318 3,288 52.4 50.7 54.2
Luapula 8,808 4,465 4,343 4,805 2,433 2,372 54.6 54.5 54.6
Lusaka 21,791 10,183 11,608 16,882 7,816 9,066 77.5 76.8 78.1
Muchinga 5,507 2,754 2,753 3,196 1,604 1,592 58.0 58.2 57.8
Northern 8,041 3,944 4,097 4,478 2,278 2,200 55.7 57.8 53.7
North western 5,667 2,839 2,828 3,601 1,771 1,830 63.5 62.4 64.7
Southern 16,106 8,107 7,999 11,052 5,498 5,554 68.6 67.8 69.4
Western 10,344 5,133 5,211 6,387 3,130 3,257 61.7 61.0 62.5
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

At provincial level, Copperbelt province had the highest 
percentage of maternal orphans who were literate at 77.6 
percent followed by Lusaka province with 77.5 percent. 
Eastern Province had the lowest percentage of literate orphans 
with 52.4 per cent.    

Table 4.3 shows the total number and percentage distribution 
of paternal orphans who were literate by province, rural/urban 

and sex.  Overall 65.8 percent of the paternal orphans were 
literate. More females (66.8 percent) than males (64.7 percent) 
were literate.

The table further shows that Copperbelt and Lusaka Provinces 
had the highest percentage of paternal orphans who were 
literate at 76.7 and 76.6 percent, respectively. Eastern province 
had the lowest percentage of literate people with 51.8 percent.

Table 4.3: Percentage Distribution of Paternal Orphans (5-17 Years) who were Literate by province, rural/urban and sex, Zambia 2010 
Rural/urban and 

Province
Total Paternal Orphans Literate Paternal Orphans Percent Literate

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Males Female 
Total 431,632 212,144 219,488 283,915 137,339 146,576 65.8 64.7 66.8
Rural 235,756 119,378 116,378 132,096 66,319 65,777 56.0 55.6 56.5
Urban 195,876 92,766 103,110 151,819 71,020 80,799 77.5 76.6 78.4
Province
Central 44,460 22,156 22,304 29,373 14,337 15,036 66.1 64.7 67.4
Copperbelt 75,217 36,366 38,851 57,692 27,602 30,090 76.7 75.9 77.4
Eastern 48,656 24,688 23,968 25,203 12,275 12,928 51.8 49.7 53.9
Luapula 29,445 14,666 14,779 16,117 8,098 8,019 54.7 55.2 54.3
Lusaka 78,873 37,098 41,775 60,418 27,932 32,486 76.6 75.3 77.8
Muchinga 21,257 10,708 10,549 12,569 6,378 6,191 59.1 59.6 58.7
Northern 31,515 15,838 15,677 17,509 8,936 8,573 55.6 56.4 54.7
North western 18,885 9,315 9,570 11,223 5,488 5,735 59.4 58.9 59.9
Southern 49,925 24,814 25,111 34,131 16,708 17,423 68.4 67.3 69.4
Western 33,399 16,495 16,904 19,680 9,585 10,095 58.9 58.1 59.7
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 4.4 shows the distribution of Double orphans who were 
literate by province and rural/urban. The table shows that 
Lusaka Province had the highest percentage of double orphans 

who were literate at 81.5 followed by Copperbelt Province 
with 80.6 percent. Eastern province had the lowest percentage 
of literate double orphans with 56.6 percent.  
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Table 4.4: Percentage Distribution of Double Orphans (5-17 Years) who were Literate by Province, Rural/Urban and Sex, Zambia 2010 
Rural/Urban 

and Province
Total Double Orphans Literate Double Orphans Percent Literate

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Males Female 
Total 156,035 76,946 79,089 110,337 53,754 56,583 70.7 69.9 71.5
Rural 83,067 42,827 40,240 50,547 25,977 24,570 60.9 60.7 61.1
Urban 72,968 34,119 38,849 59,790 27,777 32,013 81.9 81.4 82.4
Province
Central 17,426 8,656 8,770 12,323 5,985 6,338 70.7 69.1 72.3
Copperbelt 29,937 14,374 15,563 24,144 11,525 12,619 80.6 80.2 81.1
Eastern 17,242 9,028 8,214 9,763 4,897 4,866 56.6 54.2 59.2
Luapula 11,790 5,978 5,812 6,946 3,611 3,335 58.9 60.4 57.4
Lusaka 28,077 12,898 15,179 22,892 10,451 12,441 81.5 81.0 82.0
Muchinga 7,840 3,987 3,853 4,984 2,588 2,396 63.6 64.9 62.2
Northern 11,331 5,820 5,511 6,734 3,561 3,173 59.4 61.2 57.6
North western 5,167 2,630 2,537 3,403 1,712 1,691 65.9 65.1 66.7
Southern 17,454 8,639 8,815 12,875 6,305 6,570 73.8 73 74.5
Western 9,771 4,936 4,835 6,273 3,119 3,154 64.2 63.2 65.2
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

4.1.2 Literacy of Orphans and Non-orphans 

Figure 4.3 shows the percentage distribution of literate orphans 
and non-orphans by sex and rural/urban. The figure shows that 
literacy was higher among orphans and non- orphans in urban 
areas than in rural areas.  In both rural and urban areas, the 
percentages of literate females were slightly higher than those 
for males regardless of their orphanhood status.

Figure 4.3: Percentage Distribution of Literate Orphans and 
Non‐orphans (5‐17 years) by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010  p ( y ) y / ,
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Figure 4.3: Percentage Distribution of Literate Orphans and Non-
orphans (5-17 years) by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010  

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

4.2 Ever Attended School

The official primary school entry age in Zambia is 7 years. 
Grades 1 to 7 correspond to pupils aged 7-13 years while 
grades 8-9 correspond to pupils aged 14-15 years. Grades 10-
12 correspond to pupils aged 16-18 years. 

Figure 4.4 shows the percentage distribution of orphans and 
non-orphans who had ever attended school by rural/urban. 
The table shows that, there were more orphans who had 
ever attended school (80.2 percent) than non-orphans (71.0 
percent). The percentage of both orphans and non-orphans 
who had ever attended school was higher in urban areas than 
in rural areas. 

Figure 4.4: Percentage Distribution of Orphans and Non‐orphans who had Ever 
Attended School by Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 
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Figure 4.4: Percentage Distribution of Orphans and Non-orphans 
who had Ever Attended School by Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Figure 4.5 shows the percentage distribution of orphans and 
non-orphans who had ever attended school by sex. Overall, 
the percentage of females who had ever attended school was 
higher than that of males for both orphans and non-orphans. 

Figure 4.5: Percentage Distribution of Orphans and Non-Orphans 
who had Ever Attended School by Sex, Zambia 2010 
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Table 4.5 shows the total number and percentage distribution 
of Non-orphans aged 5-17 years who had ever attended school 
by Sex, rural/urban and province. The table shows that 71.9 
percent of non-orphans had ever attended school. Lusaka 
Province had the highest percentage of non-orphaned children 

who had ever attended school with 84.8 percent followed by 
Copperbelt province at 84.2 percent. Eastern province reported 
the lowest percentage of non-orphaned who had ever attended 
school at 57.4 percent.

Table 4.5: Total Number of Non-orphans (5-17 years) who had Ever Attended School by Sex, Rural/Urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/urban 
and Province

Total Non-Orphan Aged 5-17 years Non-Orphans who had Ever Attended 
School

Percentage Distribution of Non-Or-
phans who had Ever Attended School

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
Total 3,561,649 1,770,056 1,791,593 2,559,671 1,258,077 1,301,594 71.9 71.1 72.7

Rural 2,281,909 1,151,572 1,130,337 1,478,804 739,418 739,386 64.8 64.2 65.4
Urban 1,279,740 618,484 661,256 1,080,867 518,659 562,208 84.5 83.9 85
Province
Central 363,213 181,484 181,729 263,144 129,897 133,247 72.4 71.6 73.3
Copperbelt 508,730 249,386 259,344 428,451 208,369 220,082 84.2 83.6 84.9
Eastern 458,281 230,812 227,469 263,268 127,929 135,339 57.4 55.4 59.5
Luapula 280,609 140,776 139,833 178,076 89,461 88,615 63.5 63.5 63.4
Lusaka 536,152 259,193 276,959 454,760 218,333 236,427 84.8 84.2 85.4
Muchinga 206,268 103,754 102,514 138,658 69,766 68,892 67.2 67.2 67.2
Northern 317,030 159,000 158,030 204,190 103,158 101,032 64.4 64.9 63.9
North western 211,829 106,058 105,771 148,176 73,559 74,617 70.0 69.4 70.5
Southern 450,761 225,102 225,659 335,047 165,606 169,441 74.3 73.6 75.1
Western 228,776 114,491 114,285 145,901 71,999 73,902 63.8 62.9 64.7
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 4.6 shows the total number and percentage distribution 
of Orphans aged 5-17 years who had ever attended school 
by sex, rural/urban and Province. The table shows that 80.6 
percent of orphaned children had ever attended school. Lusaka 
Province had the highest percentage of orphaned children 

who had ever attended school with 89.8 percent followed 
by Copperbelt province with 89.1 percent. Eastern province 
had the lowest percentage of orphaned children who had ever 
attended school at 66.5 percent.

Table 4.6: Number Of Orphans (5-17 years) who had Ever Attended School by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/urban 
and Province

Total Orphan Aged 5-17 years Orphans who had Ever Attended 
School

Percentage Distribution of Orphans 
who had Ever Attended School

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
Total 711,264 350,096 361,168 573,388 279,672 293,716 80.6 79.9 81.3
Rural 387,555 197,467 190,088 283,256 143,602 139,654 73.1 72.7 73.5
Urban 323,709 152,629 171,080 290,132 136,070 154,062 89.6 89.2 90.1
Province
Central 74,953 37,432 37,521 60,497 29,829 30,668 80.7 79.7 81.7
Copperbelt 126,811 61,163 65,648 113,026 54,206 58,820 89.1 88.6 89.6
Eastern 78,507 40,254 38,253 52,245 25,842 26,403 66.5 64.2 69.0
Luapula 50,043 25,109 24,934 35,913 18,165 17,748 71.8 72.3 71.2
Lusaka 128,741 60,179 68,562 115,611 53,764 61,847 89.8 89.3 90.2
Muchinga 34,604 17,449 17,155 26,296 13,326 12,970 76.0 76.4 75.6
Northern 50,887 25,602 25,285 37,206 19,028 18,178 73.1 74.3 71.9
Northwestern 29,719 14,784 14,935 23,161 11,529 11,632 77.9 78.0 77.9
Southern 83,485 41,560 41,925 70,312 34,778 35,534 84.2 83.7 84.8
Western 53,514 26,564 26,950 39,121 19,205 19,916 73.1 72.3 73.9
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Figure 4.6 shows the percent distribution of orphans who 
had ever attended school by orphanhood type and rural/
urban. The figure shows that there were minor differences in 
the percentages of orphans who had ever attended school by 
different types of orphanhood. 

Figure 4.6: Percentage Distribution of Orphans, who had Ever Attended 
School by Type of Orphanhood and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 
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4.3 Current School Attendance

Figure 4.7 shows the percentage distribution of orphans and 
non-orphans (aged 5-17 years) who were currently attending 
school by age. The figure shows that the percentages of non-
orphaned children who were currently attending school were 
higher than those of orphans at all ages. Current attendance 
for both orphans and non-orphans increased from age 5 to 7 
years. The attendance rates were slightly higher for the non-
orphans than those for the orphans at all age groups apart from 
ages 6 to 8 years.

Figure 4.7: Percentage Distribution of Orphans and Non‐
Orphans (5‐17 years) who were Currently Attending School by 
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Figure 4.7: Percentage Distribution of Orphans and Non-Orphans 
(5-17 years) who were Currently Attending School by Age (Single 
Years), Zambia 2010 

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Figure 4.8 shows the percentage distribution of orphans (5-
17 years) who were currently attending school by age (single 
years) and sex. There were no noticeable differences between 
percentages of male and female orphans that were currently 
attending school from age 5 to 14 years. After age 14, the 
percentages of males that were currently attending school were 
higher than those of females.

Figure 4.8: Percentage Distribution of Orphans who were 
Currently Attending School by Age (Single Years) and 
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Figure 4.8: Percentage Distribution of Orphans who were 
Currently Attending School by Age (Single Years) and Sex, 
Zambia 2010 

4.4 Gross Primary School Attendance Rate 

Figure 4.9 shows the gross primary school attendance rate for 
orphans by sex and rural/urban. At national level, the gross 
primary school attendance rate for orphans was 106.1 percent.  
The gross attendance rate was higher in urban areas (113.5 
percent) than in rural areas (100.5 percent). Males had higher 
gross primary school attendance rates than females at 108.1 
and 104.1 percent, respectively.

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Figure 4.9: Gross Primary School Attendance Rate for Orphans 
by Sex and Rural/urban, Zambia 2010

Figure 4.9: Gross Primary School Attendance Rate for Orphans 
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4.4.1 Net Primary School Attendance Rate 

The net primary school attendance rate shows the percentage 
of the primary school age population (7-13 years) currently 
attending primary grades 1 to 7. Figure 4.10 shows the net 
primary attendance rate for orphans by sex and rural/urban. 
The net primary school attendance rate was 70.6 percent.  In 
rural areas, the net primary school attendance rate was 64.1 
percent while that of urban areas was 79.3 percent. Females 
had higher net primary school attendance rates than males at 
71.6 and 69.6 percent, respectively.

Figure 4.10: Net Primary School Attendance Rate for Orphans 
by Sex and Rural/urban, Zambia 2010by Sex and Rural/urban, Zambia 2010
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Figure 4.10: Net Primary School Attendance Rate for Orphans by 
Sex and Rural/urban, Zambia 2010

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

4.5 Gross Secondary School Attendance Rates 

In Zambia, the official secondary school age is from 14-18 
years. However, the analysis only considered ages 14-17 years 
because of the age definition of orphans. Figure 4.11 shows 
the gross secondary school attendance rates for orphans by sex 
and rural/urban. The gross secondary school attendance rates 
for the orphans aged 14-17 years were 34.3 percent. In rural 
areas, the gross secondary school attendance rates were 19.0 
percent while those of urban areas were 49.7 percent. Females 
had higher gross secondary school attendance rates than males 
at 35.8 and 32.7 percent, respectively.

Figure 4.11: Gross Secondary School Attendance Rates for 
Orphans by Sex and Rural/urban, Zambia 2010

Figure 4.11: Gross Secondary School Attendance Rates for 
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4.5.1 Net Secondary School Attendance Rates 

The net secondary school attendance rates show the percentage 
of the secondary school age population aged 14-17 years 
currently attending secondary grades 8 to 12. Figure 4.12 
shows the net secondary school attendance rates for orphans 
by sex and rural/urban. The net secondary school attendance 
rate was 32.6 percent.  Rural areas had a net secondary school 
attendance rate of 18.2 percent while that of urban areas 
was 47.1 percent. Females recorded higher net secondary 
school attendance rates than males at 33.9 and 31.2 percent, 
respectively.

Figure 4.12: Net Secondary School Attendance Rates for 
Orphans by Sex and Rural/urban, Zambia 2010p y / ,
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Figure 4.12: Net Secondary School Attendance Rates for Or-
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CHAPTER 5
HOUSEHOLD HEADSHIP 

5.0 Summary

Of the 2,513,768 households in Zambia, 4,636 were child headed. Orphan headed households 
were 39.9 percent. 60.7 percent of the child headed households were headed by non-
orphans. There were more households headed by non-orphans than orphans. 

Generally, there was a higher percentage of orphans heading households in urban areas 
(42.7 percent) than in rural areas (37.2 percent).

The percentages of both orphan and non orphan headed households increased with 
increasing age. There were more orphans heading households at age 17 than at any other 
age. 

There were more paternal orphans heading households than maternal and double orphans 
in both rural and urban areas.
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5.1 Orphan Headed Households 

Of the 2,513,768 households in Zambia, 4,636 were headed by 
children (aged 12-17 years).Of these, 1,821 households were 
headed by orphans while 2, 815 households were headed by 
non-orphans. Figure 5.1 shows the percentage distribution of 
orphaned and non-orphaned household heads by rural/urban. 
The figure shows that, there were more non-orphans heading 
households than orphans in both rural and urban areas. 

Chapter 5: Household Headship 

Figure 5.1: Percentage Distribution of Orphan and Non-Orphan 
Household Heads (12-17 years) by Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 
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Table 5.1 shows the percentage distribution of orphan-headed 
households. At provincial level, Copperbelt Province had 
the largest number of households headed by orphans (268), 
followed by Central Province (248). Luapula Province had the 
lowest number of households headed by orphans (109).

Table 5.1: Percentage Distribution of Orphan-headed households by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/urban and 
Province

 Total 
Number of All 
Households 

 Total Number 
of Orphan 
Headed 

Households 

Percent

 Total Number 
of Male Orphan 

Headed 
Households 

Percent

Total Number of 
Female Orphan 

Headed 
Households

Percent

Total 2,513,768 1,821 0.1 942 51.7 879 48.3
    Rural 1,502,246 1,076 0.07 509 47.3 567 52.7
    Urban 1,011,522 745 0.07 433 58.1 312 41.9
Province
     Central 235,560 248 0.11 133 53.6 115 46.4
     Copperbelt 371,125 268 0.07 164 61.2 104 38.8
     Eastern 305,198 161 0.05 78 48.4 83 51.6
     Luapula 194,962 109 0.06 55 50.5 54 49.5
     Lusaka 444,418 223 0.05 144 64.6 79 35.4
     Muchinga 138,783 127 0.09 70 55.1 57 44.9
     Northern 220,561 181 0.08 91 50.3 90 49.7
     North Western 130,803 125 0.1 61 48.8 64 51.2
     Southern 292,179 196 0.07 96 49.0 100 51.0
     Western 180,179 183 0.1 50 27.3 133 72.7
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Figure 5.2 shows the percentage distribution of the orphan 
and non-orphan headed households by single age of the head. 
The figure shows that both orphans and non-orphans start 
heading households at a very tender age, 12 years. The number 
of households headed by orphans and non-orphans increased 
with increasing age, except at 13 years. Between ages 12 and 
15 years, there were slightly higher percentages of non-orphan 
headed households than orphan headed households except 
at ages 16 and 17 years where there were more households 
headed by orphans than those headed by non-orphans.

Figure 5.2: Percentage Distribution of Orphan and Non-orphan 
Headed Households by Age (Single years) of the Head, Zambia 
2010 
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Figure 5.3 shows the percentage distribution of orphan headed 
households by sex and rural/urban. The figure shows that, there 
was a higher percentage of male orphan headed households 
(51.7 percent) than female orphan headed households (48.3 
percent). In rural areas, there were more female orphan headed 
households at 52.7 percent compared to males (47.3 percent).

Figure 5.3: Percentage Distribution of Orphan Headed House-
holds by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010

Figure 5.3: Percentage Distribution of Orphan Headed 
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Figure 5.4 shows the percentage distribution of orphan headed 
households by type of orphanhood and rural/urban. The figure 
shows that paternal orphans had the highest percentage of 
household heads (44.7 percent) compared to 18.6 percent for 
maternal orphans and 36.7 percent for Double orphans. The 
pattern was the same in both rural and urban areas.

Figure 5.4: Percentage Distribution of Orphan Headed House-
holds by Type of Orphanhood and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010
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CHAPTER 6
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 

6.0 Summary

There were more orphans who were economically active than non-orphans in both rural and 
urban areas. Both male and female orphans were more economically active than their non-
orphaned counterparts.

The number of orphans and non-orphans that were economically active increased with 
increasing age. The percentage of double orphans who were economically active was 
higher than those of maternal and paternal orphans. 

Of the total number of orphan heads, 42.5 percent were economically active. There were 
more economically active orphan heads in the rural areas than in urban areas.
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6.1 Economically active Orphans and Non-
Orphans

Figure 6.1 shows the percentage distribution of 
economically active orphans and non-orphans aged 12 – 
17 years by rural/urban. At national level, 17.9 percent of 
the orphans were economically active compared to 16.7 
percent of the non-orphans. 

Children aged 12-17 years in rural areas were more 
economically active than those in urban areas. There were 
higher percentages of orphans who were economically 
active than non-orphans in both rural and urban areas. 

Figure 6.2 shows the percentage distribution of 
economically active orphans by type of orphanhood and 
rural/urban. The table shows that there were more double 
orphans who were economically active at 18.3 percent  
compared to maternal and 17.7 and 18.2 percent, 
respectivelypaternal orphans (17.3 percent).

Figure 6.3 shows the percentage distribution of 
economically active male orphans and male non-orphans 
aged 12-17 years by rural/urban. There were more male 
orphans that were economically active (18.4 percent) 
than male non-orphans (16.6 percent). The pattern was 
the same in rural and urban areas.

Table 6.1 shows the percentage distribution of 
economically active male orphans and male non-
orphans (aged 12-17 years) by province. The table shows 
that Eastern Province had the highest percentage of 
economically active males for both non-orphans and 
orphans at 28.8 and 28.6 percent, respectively. For both 
male orphans and non-orphans, the percentage of those 
who were economically activitive was lowest in Lusaka 
Province at 5.4 percent and 8.7 percent, respectively.
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Figure 6.1: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active Orphans and 
Non‐Orphans (12‐17years) by Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010
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Figure 6.1: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active 
Orphans and Non-Orphans (12-17years) by Rural/Urban, Zambia 
2010

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Figure 6.2: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active Orphans (12‐17 
years) by Type of Orphanhood and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 
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Figure 6.2: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active 
Orphans (12-17 years) by Type of Orphanhood and Rural/Urban, 
Zambia 2010 
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Figure 6.3: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active Males 
(12-17 years) by Orphanhood Status and Rural/Urban, Zambia 
2010

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 6.1 Percentage Distribution of Economically Active Male Orphans and Non-Orphans by Province, Zambia 2010

Province
Orphans (12–17 Years) Non Orphans (12–17 Years)

Total Males Economically 
Active Males percent Total Males Economically 

Active Males percent

Central 68,595 10,914 15.9 21,449 3,747 17.5
Copperbelt 103,631 9,100 8.8 36,877 3,749 10.2
Eastern 84,487 24,178 28.6 22,574 6,508 28.8
Luapula 50,268 12,799 25.5 12,957 3,230 24.9
Lusaka 99,550 5,390 5.4 36,741 3,194 8.7
Muchinga 37,352 9,572 25.6 9,402 2,440 26.0
Northern 56,606 11,787 20.8 13,581 3,232 23.8
North Western 39,141 5,575 14.2 8,021 1,333 16.6
Southern 83,483 11,098 13.3 24,134 5,629 23.3
Western 40,427 9,835 24.3 14,191 3,727 26.3
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Figure 6.4 shows the percentage distribution of economically 
active female orphans and female non-orphans by rural/urban. 
Economic activity for females was higher among orphans 
(17.5 percent) than non-orphans (16.8 percent). The pattern 
was the same in rural and urban areas.

Table 6.2 shows the percentage distribution of economically 
active female orphans and female non-orphans (aged 12-17 
years) by province. The table shows that Muchinga Province 
had the highest percentage of economically active females 
for both orphans and non-orphans at 29.1 and 28.4 percent, 
respectively. Lusaka Province had the lowest percentage at 7.5 
percent for female orphans and 5.0 percent for female non-
orphans.

Figure 6.4: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active 
Females (12-17 years) by Orphanhood Status and Rural/Urban, 
Zambia 2010 
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Table 6.2 Percentage Distribution of Economically Active Female Orphans and Non-Orphans (aged 12-17 years) by Province, Zambia 
2010

Province
Orphans (12–17 Years) Non Orphans (12–17 Years)

Total Females Economically 
Active Females Percent Total Females Economically 

Active Females Percent

Central 21,387 3,554 16.6 69,092 10,823 15.7
Copperbelt 40,006 3,448 8.6 110,147 9,256 8.4
Eastern 21,098 5,571 26.4 81,368 22,751 28.0
Luapula 12,872 3,277 25.5 49,971 13,086 26.2
Lusaka 42,811 3,230 7.5 111,770 5,630 5.0
Muchinga 9,097 2,650 29.1 36,267 10,291 28.4
Northern 13,180 3,538 26.8 55,311 13,289 24.0
North western 8,234 1,503 18.3 38,930 6,310 16.2
Southern 24,502 5,533 22.6 83,599 11,670 14.0
Western 14,553 4,042 27.8 40,987 11,042 26.9
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

6.2 Economic Activity Status of Orphan and 
Non-Orphan Household Heads

Figure 6.5 shows the percentage distribution of economically 
active orphan household heads aged 12-17 years by rural/
urban. Of the 1,821 orphans heading households, 41.2 percent 
were economically active. The percentage of orphan heads 
that were economically active was higher in rural areas (49.7 
percent) than in urban areas (29.3 percent).

Figure 6.5: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active 
Orphan Household Heads (12-17 years) by Rural/urban, Zambia 
2010
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Figure 6.6 shows the percentage distribution of economically 
active household heads aged 12-17 years by orphanhood 
status and age. There were higher percentages of economically 
active orphan heads than non-orphan heads for all ages. The 
percentages of both economically active orphans and non-
orphans heading households increased with age.  At age 12 
years, the percentage of economically active orphans heading 
households was about three times less than that of those aged 
17 years.

Figure 6.6: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active Household Heads 
(12‐17 Years) by Orphanhood Status and Age, Zambia 2010 
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Figure 6.6: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active 
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Zambia 2010 

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Figure 6.7 shows the percentage distribution of economically 
active male household heads aged 12-17 years by orphanhood 
status and rural/urban. There was a higher percentage of 
Orphaned male household heads that were economically active 
than that of non-orphaned male heads. The pattern was the 
same in rural and urban areas. Males in rural areas were more 
economically active than those in urban areas.

Figure 6.7: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active Male 
Household Heads (12-17 Years) by Orphanhood Status and Ru-
ral/Urban, Zambia 2010 
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Figure 6.8 shows the percentage distribution of economically 
active female household heads aged 12-17 years by orphanhood 
status and rural/urban. Orphaned female heads were more 
economically active than non-orphaned female heads at 
both national and rural/urban levels. Females in rural areas 
regardless of orphanhood status were more economically active 
than those in urban areas. 

Figure 6.8: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active Female Household Heads 
(12‐17 Years) by Orphanhood Status and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 
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Figure 6.8: Percentage Distribution of Economically Active Fe-
male Household Heads (12-17 Years) by Orphanhood Status and 
Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 
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CHAPTER 7
MARITAL STATUS

7.0 Summary

The percentage of orphans and non-orphans who reported to have been married were 2.4 
and 2.1 percent, respectively. There were more orphans reported to have ever married than 
non-orphans at national, rural and urban levels.

At all age groups, there were higher proportions of females regardless of orphanhood status 
that had ever married than males
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7.1 Marital Status

Early marriage increases the chance of childbearing as well 
as associated high risk mortality.  Exposing children to early 
marriage could increase their vulnerability.  Figure 7.1 shows 
the proportions of orphans and non-orphans aged 12- 17 
years who were married by rural/urban.   The figure shows that 
the proportion of orphans who were married was higher (2.4 
percent) than that of non-orphans (2.0 percent). The pattern 
was the same in both rural and urban areas. 

Figure 7.1: Proportions of Orphans and Non-orphans (12-17 
years) who were married by Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010
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Figure 7.2 shows the percentage distribution of married 
orphans and non-orphans by age (12-17 years) and sex. At all 
ages, higher percentages of females (both orphans and non-
orphans) were married compared to males. After age 14, the 
percentages of female orphans that were married were higher 
than those of female non-orphans with the highest percentage 
being 12.2 percent for female orphans at age 17 years.

Figure 7.2: Percentage Distribution of married Orphans and 
Non‐orphans by Age (12‐17 years) and Sex, Zambia 2010 p y g ( y ) ,
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Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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CHAPTER 8
FOSTERHOOD

8.0 Summary

Of the total number of 6,638,301 children aged 0-17 years, 10.3 percent were fostered 
children. Of the fostered children, the majority, 58.1 percent, were in rural areas while 41.9 
percent were in urban areas. 

Of the total fostered children, 67.5 percent comprised non-orphans while 32.5 percent were 
orphans. 

Out of the literate fostered children aged 5-17 years, 62.6 percent were non orphans while 
69.2 percent were orphans. 

Of the total fostered children aged 5-17 years that were currently attending school, 89 percent 
were non orphans whereas 88.3 percent were orphans. 
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8.1 Introduction

Globally there are challenges in devising and providing 
adequate and appropriate care and support systems for the 
orphans in addressing their poverty and inequality. This has led 
to emergence of various approaches of caring for the orphans. 
Such methods include familial, institutional, community-
based and rights-based. This means emphasizing the role of 
families, institutions, communities and foster homes (Hunter 
and Williamson, 2000).  All these strategies attempt to assist 
orphans and vulnerable children in the context of poverty. 
This entails strengthening and supporting the capacity of 
families to protect and care for their children; mobilizing and 
strengthening community-based responses; strengthening 
the capacity of children and young people to meet their own 
needs; ensuring that governments protect the most vulnerable 
children and provide essential services; and creating an 
enabling environment for poor children and families.

The 2010 Census obtained information on fosterhood among 
orphans and non-orphans in Zambia. Three aspects of fostered 
are considered; father or mother dead but living elsewhere; and 
both parents dead and living elsewhere (not in orphan-headed 
households). Also possible for children with both parents alive 
but living elsewhere. 

Figure 8.1 shows the percentage distribution of Children 
aged 0-17 Years by fosterhood status. Of the total number of 
6,638,301 children (aged 0-17 years), 686, 962 (10.3 percent) 
were fostered children. 

Chapter 8: Fosterhood

Figure 8.1: Percentage Distribution of Children aged 0-17 Years 
by Fosterhood Status, Zambia 2010 
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Figure 8.2 shows the percentage distribution of fostered chil-
dren aged 0-17 years by rural/urban and province. The figure 
shows that of the total population of children aged 0-17 years 
living in rural areas, 9.5 percent were fostered. The figure also 
shows that of the total population of children aged 0-17 years 
in urban areas 11.9 percent were fostered. 

At provincial level, Southern Province reported the highest 
percentage of fostered children at 12.8 percent, followed by 
Western Province with 12.3 percent. Muchinga Province had 
the lowest percentage at 7.5 percent.

Figure 8.2: Percentage Distribution of Fostered Children (0‐17 
years) by Rural/Urban and Province, Zambia 2010y ) y / ,
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Figure 8.2: Percentage Distribution of Fostered Children (0-17 
years) by Rural/Urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Table 8.1 shows the Percentage distribution of fostered non-
orphans and orphans aged 0 - 17 years by rural/urban and 
province. The table shows that 59.4 percent of fostered non-
orphans were in the rural areas while 40.6 percent were in 
urban areas. The table also shows that 55.3 percent of fostered 
orphans were in rural areas while 44.7 percent were in urban 
areas.

At provincial level, Southern Province had the highest 
percentage of fostered non-orphans at 16.5 percent while 
Muchinga Province had the lowest at 4.1 percent. Lusaka 
Province had the highest percentage of fostered orphans (17.8 
percent), followed by Copperbelt Province with 17.2 percent. 
Muchinga Province had the lowest percentage of fostered 
orphans at 4.2 percent.

Table 8.1: Percentage Distribution of Fostered Non-Orphans and Orphans (0 - 17 years) by Rural/Urban and Province, Zambia 2010 

Rural/Urban and 
province

Fostered children aged 0-17 years Total Fostered 
Children aged 0-17 

yearsNon-orphans Percent Orphans Percent

Total 463,461 100 223,501 100 686,962
Rural 275,357 59.4 123,521 55.3 398,878
Urban 188,104 40.6 99,980 44.7 288,084
Province

Central 51,129 11.0 24,551 11.0 75,680
Copperbelt 70,898 15.3 38,533 17.2 109,431
Eastern 47,597 10.3 21,994 9.8 69,591
Luapula 29,174 6.3 14,756 6.6 43,930
Lusaka 72,375 15.6 39,837 17.8 112,212
Muchinga 19,233 4.1 9,362 4.2 28,595
Northern 30,224 6.5 14,244 6.4 44,468
North Western 29,788 6.4 10,353 4.6 40,141
Southern 76,395 16.5 31,308 14.0 107,703
Western 36,648 7.9 18,563 8.3 55,211

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Figure 8.3 shows the percentage distribution of literate fostered 
children aged 5-17 years by orphanhood status and rural/
urban. The figure shows that the percentage of literate fostered 
orphans was higher than that of fostered non-orphans, 69.2 
and 62.6 percent, respectively. 

In both rural and urban areas, the percentages of fostered 
orphans were higher than those for fostered non-orphans. 
Generally, Literacy rates were higher in urban areas for both 
fostered non-orphans and orphans than in rural areas.

Table 8.2 shows the percentage distribution of literate fostered 
children aged 5-17 years by orphanhood status, rural/urban 
and Province. The table shows that for all the provinces, the 
fostered orphans had higher literacy rates than the fostered 
non-orphans. Copperbelt Province had the highest percentage 
of literate fostered orphans at 78.6 percent followed by Lusaka 
Province with 78.1 percent. Eastern province had the lowest 
literacy rate for the fostered orphans at 55.7 percent.

Figure 8.3: Percentage Distribution of Literate Fostered Children (5‐17 years) 
by Orphanhood Status and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2010 
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(5-17 years) by Orphanhood Status and Rural/Urban, Zambia 
2010 

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 8.2: Percentage Distribution of Literate Fostered Children (5-17 years) by Orphanhood Status, Rural/Urban and Province, Zambia 
2010 

Rural/urban and 
province

Number of Fostered 
Non-Orphans (5-17 

years)

 Literate Non-
Orphans Percent

Number of Fostered 
Orphans (5-17 

years)
Literate Orphans Percent

 Total 384,121 240,415 62.6 200,408 138,704 69.2
 Rural 225,591 122,706 54.4 109,409 66,157 60.5
 Urban 158,530 117,709 74.3 90,999 72,547 79.7
Province 
 Central 41,972 26,327 62.7 21,923 15,150 69.1
 Copperbelt 59,643 43,794 73.4 34,940 27,461 78.6
 Eastern 40,004 19,690 49.2 19,712 10,984 55.7
 Luapula 24,178 13,508 55.9 12,958 7,529 58.1
 Lusaka 60,689 43,251 71.3 36,171 28,250 78.1
 Muchinga 16,215 9,780 60.3 8,333 5,229 62.8
 Northern 25,272 14,407 57.0 12,589 7,592 60.3
 North Western 25,001 15,278 61.1 9,288 6,151 66.2
 Southern 61,798 37,771 61.1 28,249 20,015 70.9
 Western 29,349 16,609 56.6 16,245 10,343 63.7
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Figure 8.4 shows the percentage distribution of fostered 
children aged 5 – 17 years currently attending School by 
orphanhood status and rural/urban. The figure shows that 
the current school attendance for fostered non-orphans (87.4 
percent) was higher than that for fostered orphans (86.8 
percent). For both fostered orphans and fostered non-orphans, 
the current school attendance rates were higher in urban than 
in rural areas.

Figure 8.4: Percentage Distribution of Fostered Children (5‐17 years) 
Currently Attending School by Orphanhood Status and Rural/Urban, 2010

89.0

88 3

87.4
86.8

88.3

nt

86.0

85.3

Pe
rc
en

Foster Non Orphans Foster Orphans

Total Rural UrbanTotal Rural Urban

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Figure 8.4: Percentage Distribution of Fostered Children (5-17 
years) Currently Attending School by Orphanhood Status and 
Rural/Urban, 2010
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Table 8.3: Percentage Distribution of Fostered Children (5-17 years) Currently Attending School by Orphanhood Status and Province, 
Zambia 2010

Province

Number of 
Fostered Non-
Orphans (5-17 

years)

Fostered 
Non-Orphans 

currently 
attending school 

Percent

Number of 
Fostered 

Orphans (5-17 
years)

Fostered Orphans 
currently 

attending school 
Percent

 Central 33,233      29,090 87.5 18,191 15,821 87.0
 Copperbelt 52,139      46,864 89.9 31,359 27,960 89.2
 Eastern 25,790      21,426 83.1 13,753 11,600 84.3
 Luapula 17,690      15,234 86.1 9,614 8,156 84.8
 Lusaka 52,469      45,273 86.3 32,486 27,915 85.9
 Muchinga 12,598      10,659 84.6 6,530 5,569 85.3
 Northern 18,659      15,679 84.0 9,631 8,050 83.6
 North Western 19,606      17,481 89.2 7,558 6,650 88.0
 Southern 49,657      44,065 88.7 24,216 21,364 88.2
 Western 21,233      19,025 89.6 12,378 10,744 86.8
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 8.3 shows the percentage distribution of fostered children 
aged 5 – 17 years currently attending School by orphanhood 
status and province. The table shows that Copperbelt Province 
had the highest percentage of fostered orphans currently 
attending school with 89.2 percent, followed by Southern 
Province with 88.2 percent. Northern Province had the lowest 
with 83.6 percent.

For the fostered non-orphans, Copperbelt Province had the 
highest percentage of those who were currently attending 
school at 89.9 percent, followed by Western Province with 89.6 
percent. Eastern Province had the lowest with 83.1 percent.
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Table 1: Total number of Children (aged 0-17 years) by  Sex , Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

 Rural/urban and Province  All children 
Total Male Female

 Total 6,638,301 3,292,622 3,345,679
 Rural 4,208,117 2,112,536 2,095,581
 Urban 2,430,184 1,180,086 1,250,098
Province 

 Central 679,174 338,372 340,802
 Copperbelt 943,568 463,451 480,117
 Eastern 834,968 418,584 416,384
 Luapula 520,045 259,768 260,277
 Lusaka 1,019,184 494,507 524,677
 Muchinga 380,193 190,132 190,061
 Northern 587,352 293,460 293,892
 North Western 384,686 191,898 192,788
 Southern 839,690 418,177 421,513
 Western 449,441 224,273 225,168

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 2: Total Number of Orphans (aged 0-17 years) by  Sex , Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

 Rural/urban and Province  Orphans 
Total Male Female

 Total 860,642 424,182 436,460
 Rural 480,795 244,203 236,592
 Urban 379,847 179,979 199,868
Province 

 Central 91,241 45,415 45,826
 Copperbelt 148,720 71,892 76,828
 Eastern 95,625 48,873 46,752
 Luapula 63,727 31,866 31,861
 Lusaka 150,626 70,900 79,726
 Muchinga 42,491 21,393 21,098
 Northern 63,575 32,030 31,545
 North Western 37,202 18,462 18,740
 Southern 100,090 49,931 50,159
 Western 67,345 33,420 33,925

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 3: Number of Orphans aged (0-17 years) by Type of orphanhood, Age (single years) and Sex, Zambia 2010

Age  Maternal Paternal Double
 Total  Male  Female  Total  Male  Female  Total  Male  Female 

 Total    136,660      67,400      69,260    539,436    265,738   273,698    184,546      91,044    93,502 
 Age 

0        1,652           798           854      11,391        5,745       5,646        1,475           765         710 
1        2,334        1,147        1,187      14,567        7,235       7,332        2,311        1,151      1,160 
2        3,657        1,831        1,826      18,414        9,182       9,232        3,731        1,802      1,929 
3        4,251        2,119        2,132      20,657      10,145     10,512        4,592        2,202      2,390 
4        5,369        2,638        2,731      23,523      11,756     11,767        5,976        2,992      2,984 
5        5,652        2,816        2,836      23,212      11,566     11,646        5,753        2,856      2,897 
6        6,007        3,007        3,000      24,871      12,371     12,500        6,151        3,019      3,132 
7        6,746        3,447        3,299      27,802      13,875     13,927        7,374        3,708      3,666 
8        6,977        3,439        3,538      27,400      13,454     13,946        7,867        3,799      4,068 
9        7,071        3,440        3,631      27,119      13,441     13,678        8,209        4,080      4,129 

10      11,293        5,645        5,648      43,012      21,352     21,660      13,922        6,921      7,001 
11        8,202        3,969        4,233      30,902      15,040     15,862      10,763        5,190      5,573 
12      10,616        5,292        5,324      39,683      19,703     19,980      14,802        7,433      7,369 
13      10,287        5,017        5,270      37,691      18,302     19,389      14,362        7,015      7,347 
14      10,867        5,300        5,567      40,342      19,660     20,682      16,777        8,201      8,576 
15      12,183        6,094        6,089      44,634      21,882     22,752      20,180      10,129    10,051 
16      12,131        5,903        6,228      43,591      20,959     22,632      20,058        9,679    10,379 
17      11,365        5,498        5,867      40,625      20,070     20,555      20,243      10,102    10,141 

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 4: Number of Non-orphans (aged 0-17 years) by  Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/urban and Province  Non-Orphans 
Total Male Female

 Total 5,777,659 2,868,440 2,909,219
 Rural 3,727,322 1,868,333 1,858,989
 Urban 2,050,337 1,000,107 1,050,230
Province 

 Central 587,933 292,957 294,976
 Copperbelt 794,848 391,559 403,289
 Eastern 739,343 369,711 369,632
 Luapula 456,318 227,902 228,416
 Lusaka 868,558 423,607 444,951
 Muchinga 337,702 168,739 168,963
 Northern 523,777 261,430 262,347
 North Western 347,484 173,436 174,048
 Southern 739,600 368,246 371,354
 Western 382,096 190,853 191,243

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 5: Number of Orphans with and without birth certificates by Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/urban and 
Province Total Orphans With Birth 

Certificates
Without Birth 
Certificates

Don’t know 
If they 

have Birth 
Certificates

Percentages

With Birth 
Certificates

Without Birth 
Certificates

Don’t know 
If they 

have Birth 
Certificates

Total 860,642 126,303 647,451 86,888 14.7 75.2 10.1
Rural 480,795 31,153 418,072 31,570 6.5 87.0 6.6
Urban 379,847 95,150 229,379 55,318 25.0 60.4 14.6
Province

Central 91,241 12,108 70,383 8,750 13.3 77.1 9.6
Copperbelt 148,720 36,632 90,808 21,280 24.6 61.1 14.3
Eastern 95,625 6,231 82,670 6,724 6.5 86.5 7.0
Luapula 63,727 3,870 55,856 4,001 6.1 87.6 6.3
Lusaka 150,626 41,665 86,191 22,770 27.7 57.2 15.1
Muchinga 42,491 4,903 34,307 3,281 11.5 80.7 7.7
Northern 63,575 4,574 54,730 4,271 7.2 86.1 6.7
North Western 37,202 3,103 31,093 3,006 8.3 83.6 8.1
Southern 100,090 8,961 82,393 8,736 9.0 82.3 8.7
Western 67,345 4,256 59,020 4,069 6.3 87.6 6.0

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 6: Number of Male Orphans with and without birth certificates by Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/urban and 
Province

Male Orphans Total Number of Male 
OrphansWith Birth Certificates Without Birth Certificates Don’t know If they have 

Birth Certificates
Total 61,230 321,218 41,734 424,182
Rural 15,746 212,362 16,095 244,203
Urban 45,484 108,856 25,639 179,979
Province

Central 5,991 35,102 4,322 45,415
Copperbelt 17,673 44,118 10,101 71,892
Eastern 3,101 42,313 3,459 48,873
Luapula 1,859 28,059 1,948 31,866
Lusaka 19,713 40,701 10,486 70,900
Muchinga 2,444 17,305 1,644 21,393
Northern 2,344 27,536 2,150 32,030
North Western 1,538 15,505 1,419 18,462
Southern 4,461 41,249 4,221 49,931
Western 2,106 29,330 1,984 33,420

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 7: Number of Female Orphans with and without birth certificates by Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/urban and 
Province

Female Orphans Total Number of Female 
OrphansWith Birth Certificates Without Birth Certificates Don’t know If they have 

Birth Certificates
Total 65,073 326,233 45,154 436,460
Rural 15,407 205,710 15,475 236,592
Urban 49,666 120,523 29,679 199,868
Province

Central 6,117 35,281 4,428 45,826
Copperbelt 18,959 46,690 11,179 76,828
Eastern 3,130 40,357 3,265 46,752
Luapula 2,011 27,797 2,053 31,861
Lusaka 21,952 45,490 12,284 79,726
Muchinga 2,459 17,002 1,637 21,098
Northern 2,230 27,194 2,121 31,545
North Western 1,565 15,588 1,587 18,740
Southern 4,500 41,144 4,515 50,159
Western 2,150 29,690 2,085 33,925

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 8: Number of Maternal Orphans with and without birth certificates by Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010
Maternal

Rural/urban and 
Province

Total  Maternal 
Orphans

With Birth 
Certificates

Without Birth 
Certificates

Don’t know If 
they have Birth 

Certificates
Males Females

Total 136,660 20,119 99,589 16,952 67,400 69,260
Rural 76,922 4,841 65,966 6,115 39,275 37,647
Urban 59,738 15,278 33,623 10,837 28,125 31,613
Province

Central 14,284 1,930 10,657 1,697 7,216 7,068
Copperbelt 23,667 5,967 13,536 4,164 11,447 12,220
Eastern 14,056 905 11,873 1,278 7,254 6,802
Luapula 9,881 551 8,561 769 4,987 4,894
Lusaka 23,901 6,596 12,771 4,534 11,199 12,702
Muchinga 6,091 652 4,891 548 3,028 3,063
Northern 9,059 685 7,594 780 4,449 4,610
North Western 6,325 549 5,141 635 3,147 3,178
Southern 17,519 1,563 14,304 1,652 8,812 8,707
Western 11,877 721 10,261 895 5,861 6,016

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 9: Number of Paternal Orphans with and without birth certificates by Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010
Paternal

Rural/urban and 
Province 

Total Paternal 
Orphans

With Birth Certifi-
cates

Without Birth 
Certificates

Don’t know If 
they have Birth 

Certificates
Males Females

Total 539,436 85,573 412,111 41,752 265,738 273,698
Rural 302,875 21,065 266,442 15,368 153,133 149,742
Urban 236,561 64,508 145,669 26,384 112,605 123,956
Province

Central 56,060 7,947 43,904 4,209 27,795 28,265
Copperbelt 90,837 24,415 56,829 9,593 43,992 46,845
Eastern 61,020 4,382 53,436 3,202 30,926 30,094
Luapula 39,451 2,659 34,916 1,876 19,617 19,834
Lusaka 94,819 28,680 54,922 11,217 44,950 49,869
Muchinga 26,881 3,406 21,906 1,569 13,535 13,346
Northern 40,725 3,201 35,528 1,996 20,513 20,212
North Western 24,616 2,136 20,953 1,527 12,154 12,462
Southern 61,780 5,904 51,485 4,391 30,828 30,952
Western 43,247 2,843 38,232 2,172 21,428 21,819

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 10: Number of Double Orphans with or without birth certificates by Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010
Double

Rural/urban and 
Province 

Total Double 
Orphans

With Birth 
Certificates

Without Birth 
Certificates

Don’t know If 
they have Birth 

Certificates
Males Females

Total 184,546 20,611 135,751 28,184 91,044 93,502
Rural 100,998 5,247 85,664 10,087 51,795 49,203
Urban 83,548 15,364 50,087 18,097 39,249 44,299
Province

Central 20,897 2,231 15,822 2,844 10,404 10,493
Copperbelt 34,216 6,250 20,443 7,523 16,453 17,763
Eastern 20,549 944 17,361 2,244 10,693 9,856
Luapula 14,395 660 12,379 1,356 7,262 7,133
Lusaka 31,906 6,389 18,498 7,019 14,751 17,155
Muchinga 9,519 845 7,510 1,164 4,830 4,689
Northern 13,791 688 11,608 1,495 7,068 6,723
North Western 6,261 418 4,999 844 3,161 3,100
Southern 20,791 1,494 16,604 2,693 10,291 10,500
Western 12,221 692 10,527 1,002 6,131 6,090

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 11: Number of Non-orphans (aged 0-17 years) with and without birth certificates by Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/urban and 
Province

Total Non-
Orphans

With Birth 
Certificates

Without Birth 
Certificates

Don’t know If 
they have Birth 

Certificates

Percentages

With Birth 
Certificates

Without Birth 
Certificates

Don’t know If 
they have Birth 

Certificates
Total 5,608,343 994,070 4,421,104 193,169 17.7 78.8 3.4
Rural 3,625,407 325,689 3,211,495 88,223 9.0 88.6 2.4
Urban 1,982,936 668,381 1,209,609 104,946 33.7 61.0 5.3
Province

Central 569,142 91,395 458,071 19,676 16.1 80.5 3.5
Copperbelt 771,912 253,196 480,815 37,901 32.8 62.3 4.9
Eastern 720,820 59,068 643,812 17,940 8.2 89.3 2.5
Luapula 445,023 35,301 399,362 10,360 7.9 89.7 2.3
Lusaka 841,133 308,556 488,592 43,985 36.7 58.1 5.2
Muchinga 327,638 51,990 267,146 8,502 15.9 81.5 2.6
Northern 509,499 48,091 450,517 10,891 9.4 88.4 2.1
North Western 335,321 40,047 284,611 10,663 11.9 84.9 3.2
Southern 716,321 75,270 618,398 22,653 10.5 86.3 3.2
Western 371,534 31,156 329,780 10,598 8.4 88.8 2.9

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 12: Percentage distribution of Orphans with birth certificates by Type of orphan hood, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/urban and 
Province 

Number of Orphans by type of orphanhood with Birth certificates Percentage
Total 

Maternal 
Orphans

Maternal
Total 

Paternal 
Orphans

Paternal
Total 

Double 
Orphans

Double Maternal Paternal Double

Total 136,660 20,119 539,436 85,573 184,546 20,611 14.7 15.9 11.2
Rural 76,922 4,841 302,875 21,065 100,998 5,247 6.3 7.0 5.2
Urban 59,738 15,278 236,561 64,508 83,548 15,364 25.6 27.3 18.4
Province

Central 14,284 1,930 56,060 7,947 20,897 2,231 13.5 14.2 10.7
Copperbelt 23,667 5,967 90,837 24,415 34,216 6,250 25.2 26.9 18.3
Eastern 14,056 905 61,020 4,382 20,549 944 6.4 7.2 4.6
Luapula 9,881 551 39,451 2,659 14,395 660 5.6 6.7 4.6
Lusaka 23,901 6,596 94,819 28,680 31,906 6,389 27.6 30.2 20.0
Muchinga 6,091 652 26,881 3,406 9,519 845 10.7 12.7 8.9
Northern 9,059 685 40,725 3,201 13,791 688 7.6 7.9 5.0
North Western 6,325 549 24,616 2,136 6,261 418 8.7 8.7 6.7
Southern 17,519 1,563 61,780 5,904 20,791 1,494 8.9 9.6 7.2
Western 11,877 721 43,247 2,843 12,221 692 6.1 6.6 5.7

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 13: Percentage distribution of Orphans (aged 5-17 Years) who can read and write by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 
2010 

Rural/urban 
and Province 

Number of 
Orphans    

(5-17 
years)

Total Male Total 
Female

Number of 
Orphans 

(5-17 
years) who 
can read 
and write

Total Male Total 
Female

Percent 
distribution 

of those 
who can 
read and 

write

Male 
Percent

Female 
Percent

Total 711,264 350,096 361,168 476,841 231,279 245,562 67 66.1 68.0
Rural 387,555 197,467 190,088 222,085 112,475 109,610 57.3 57.0 57.7
Urban 323,709 152,629 171,080 254,756 118,804 135,952 78.7 77.8 79.5
Province

Central 74,953 37,432 37,521 50,465 24,692 25,773 67.3 66 68.7
Copperbelt 126,811 61,163 65,648 98,649 47,095 51,554 77.8 77 78.5
Eastern 78,507 40,254 38,253 41,572 20,490 21,082 53 50.9 55.1
Luapula 50,043 25,109 24,934 27,868 14,142 13,726 55.7 56.3 55.0
Lusaka 128,741 60,179 68,562 100,192 46,199 53,993 77.8 76.8 78.8
Muchinga 34,604 17,449 17,155 20,749 10,570 10,179 60 60.6 59.3
Northern 50,887 25,602 25,285 28,721 14,775 13,946 56.4 57.7 55.2
North western 29,719 14,784 14,935 18,227 8,971 9,256 61.3 60.7 62.0
Southern 83,485 41,560 41,925 58,058 28,511 29,547 69.5 68.6 70.5
Western 53,514 26,564 26,950 32,340 15,834 16,506 60.4 59.6 61.2

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 14: Total Number of Non-orphans who can read and write by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

Rural/Urban 
and Province

Number 
of Non- 
Orphans 

(5-17 
years)

Male Female

Number 
of Non-
Orphans 

(5-17 
years) who 
can read 
and write

Male Female

Percent 
distribution 

of those 
who can 
read and 

write

Male 
Percent

Female 
Percent

Total 3,561,649 1,770,056 1,791,593 1,847,328 903,426 943,902 51.9 51.0 52.7
Rural 2,274,916 1,148,150 1,126,766 999,140 499,895 499,245 43.9 43.5 44.3
Urban 1,286,733 621,906 664,827 848,188 403,531 444,657 65.9 64.9 66.9
Province
Central 363,213 181,484 181,729 191,717 93,938 97,779 52.8 51.8 53.8
Copperbelt 508,730 249,386 259,344 336,257 162,589 173,668 66.1 65.2 67.0
Eastern 458,281 230,812 227,469 181,121 87,746 93,375 39.5 38.0 41.0
Luapula 280,609 140,776 139,833 121,245 61,297 59,948 43.2 43.5 42.9
Lusaka 536,152 259,193 276,959 342,901 162,658 180,243 64.0 62.8 65.1
Muchinga 206,268 103,754 102,514 93,589 47,534 46,055 45.4 45.8 44.9
Northern 317,030 159,000 158,030 136,338 69,508 66,830 43.0 43.7 42.3
North western 211,829 106,058 105,771 101,245 50,199 51,046 47.8 47.3 48.3
Southern 450,761 225,102 225,659 235,727 115,468 120,259 52.3 51.3 53.3
Western 228,776 114,491 114,285 107,188 52,489 54,699 46.9 45.8 47.9
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 15: Number of Maternal Orphans (aged 5-17 years) ever attended school by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

 Rural/urban 
and Province Total Male Female

Number of 
Maternal 
Orphans 

Ever 
attended 

School

Male Female

Percentage 
Distribution 
of maternal 

orphans 
ever 

attended 
school

Male 
Percent

Female 
Percent

Total 123,597 61,006 62,591 100,495 49,109 51,386 81.3 80.5 82.1
Rural 68,732 35,262 33,470 50,970 25,983 24,987 74.2 73.7 74.7
Urban 54,865 25,744 29,121 49,525 23,126 26,399 90.3 89.8 90.7
Province
Central 13,067 6,620 6,447 10,600 5,307 5,293 81.1 80.2 82.1
Copperbelt 21,657 10,423 11,234 19,428 9,294 10,134 89.7 89.2 90.2
Eastern 12,609 6,538 6,071 8,529 4,280 4,249 67.6 65.5 70.0
Luapula 8,808 4,465 4,343 6,303 3,193 3,110 71.6 71.5 71.6
Lusaka 21,791 10,183 11,608 19,678 9,156 10,522 90.3 89.9 90.6
Muchinga 5,507 2,754 2,753 4,151 2,064 2,087 75.4 74.9 75.8
Northern 8,041 3,944 4,097 5,938 2,981 2,957 73.8 75.6 72.2
North Western 5,667 2,839 2,828 4,541 2,268 2,273 80.1 79.9 80.4
Southern 16,106 8,107 7,999 13,586 6,764 6,822 84.4 83.4 85.3
Western 10,344 5,133 5,211 7,741 3,802 3,939 74.8 74.1 75.6
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 16: Number of Paternal Orphans (aged 5-17years) ever attended school by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

 Rural/urban 
and Province Total Male Female

Number of 
Paternal 
Orphans 

Ever 
attended 

School

Male Female

Percentage 
Distribution 
of Paternal 

orphans 
ever 

attended 
school

Male 
Percent

Female 
Percent

Total 431,632 212,144 219,488 345,802 168,441 177,361 80.1 79.4 80.8
Rural 235,756 119,378 116,378 170,995 86,105 84,890 72.5 72.1 72.9
Urban 195,876 92,766 103,110 174,807 82,336 92,471 89.2 88.8 89.7
Province
Central 44,460 22,156 22,304 35,787 17,604 18,183 80.5 79.5 81.5
Copperbelt 75,217 36,366 38,851 66,798 32,104 34,694 88.8 88.3 89.3
Eastern 48,656 24,688 23,968 32,144 15,757 16,387 66.1 63.8 68.4
Luapula 29,445 14,666 14,779 21,012 10,537 10,475 71.4 71.8 70.9
Lusaka 78,873 37,098 41,775 70,531 32,991 37,540 89.4 88.9 89.9
Muchinga 21,257 10,708 10,549 16,133 8,172 7,961 75.9 76.3 75.5
Northern 31,515 15,838 15,677 22,912 11,652 11,260 72.7 73.6 71.8
North Western 18,885 9,315 9,570 14,499 7,159 7,340 76.8 76.9 76.7
Southern 49,925 24,814 25,111 41,830 20,671 21,159 83.8 83.3 84.3
Western 33,399 16,495 16,904 24,156 11,794 12,362 72.3 71.5 73.1
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 17: Number of Double orphans (aged 5-17years) ever attended school by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010

 Rural/urban 
and Province Total Male Female

Number 
of Double 
Orphans 

Ever 
attended 

School

Male Female

Percentage 
Distribution 
of Double 
orphans 

ever attend 
school

Male 
Percent

Female 
Percent

Total 156,035 76,946 79,089 127,091 62,122 64,969 81.5 80.7 82.1
Rural 83,067 42,827 40,240 61,291 31,514 29,777 73.8 73.6 74.0
Urban 72,968 34,119 38,849 65,800 30,608 35,192 90.2 89.7 90.6
Province
Central 17,426 8,656 8,770 14,110 6,918 7,192 81 79.9 82
Copperbelt 29,937 14,374 15,563 26,800 12,808 13,992 89.5 89.1 89.9
Eastern 17,242 9,028 8,214 11,572 5,805 5,767 67.1 64.3 70.2
Luapula 11,790 5,978 5,812 8,598 4,435 4,163 72.9 74.2 71.6
Lusaka 28,077 12,898 15,179 25,402 11,617 13,785 90.5 90.1 90.8
Muchinga 7,840 3,987 3,853 6,012 3,090 2,922 76.7 77.5 75.8
Northern 11,331 5,820 5,511 8,356 4,395 3,961 73.7 75.5 71.9
North Western 5,167 2,630 2,537 4,121 2,102 2,019 79.8 79.9 79.6
Southern 17,454 8,639 8,815 14,896 7,343 7,553 85.3 85 85.7
Western 9,771 4,936 4,835 7,224 3,609 3,615 73.9 73.1 74.8
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 18: Number of Orphans and Non-orphans who are currently attending school by Age (single years), Zambia 2010

Age

Total 
Number 
of Non-
Orphans

 Non-
orphans 
currently 
attending 

school

Non-
orphans 
currently 

NOT 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of Non-
orphans 
currently 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of Non-
orphans 

NOT 
currently 
attending 

school

Total 
number of 
Orphans

Orphans 
currently 
attending 

school

Orphans 
currently 

Not 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of  Orphans 

currently 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of  Orphans 

NOT 
currently 
attending 

school

Total 2,559,671 2,323,828 235,843 90.8 9.2 566,519 492,542 73,977 86.9 13.1
Age

5 83,658 71,068 12,590 85.0 15.0 7,625 6,396 1,229 83.9 16.1
6 116,368 104,483 11,885 89.8 10.2 11,871 10,626 1,245 89.5 10.5
7 182,917 170,656 12,261 93.3 6.7 21,889 20,274 1,615 92.6 7.4
8 210,183 198,109 12,074 94.3 5.7 27,876 26,106 1,770 93.7 6.3
9 211,811 200,625 11,186 94.7 5.3 31,973 29,912 2,061 93.6 6.4

10 310,982 293,408 17,574 94.3 5.7 53,612 49,871 3,741 93.0 7.0
11 207,612 195,657 11,955 94.2 5.8 41,625 38,502 3,123 92.5 7.5
12 250,954 235,383 15,571 93.8 6.2 55,851 51,439 4,412 92.1 7.9
13 216,862 201,886 14,976 93.1 6.9 54,671 49,959 4,712 91.4 8.6
14 209,696 191,319 18,377 91.2 8.8 60,048 53,341 6,707 88.8 11.2
15 207,632 182,051 25,581 87.7 12.3 67,858 57,318 10,540 84.5 15.5
16 192,132 159,702 32,430 83.1 16.9 67,357 53,402 13,955 79.3 20.7
17 158,864 119,481 39,383 75.2 24.8 64,263 45,396 18,867 70.6 29.4

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 19: Number of Male Orphans and Non-orphans who are currently attending school by Age (single years), Zambia 2010

Age
Total Male 

non-
orphans

 Male non-
orphans 
currently 
attending 

school

Male non-
orphans 
currently 

NOT 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of male 

non-
orphans  
currently 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of male 

non-
orphans  

NOT 
currently 
attending 

school

Total Male 
orphans

 Male 
orphans 
currently 
attending 

school

Male 
orphans 
currently 

Not 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of Male 
orphans 
currently 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of Male 
Orphans 

NOT 
attending 

school

Total 1,258,077 1,152,222 105,855 91.6 8.4 277,767 239,045 38,722 86.1 13.9
Age

5 41,081 34,818 6,263 84.8 15.2 3,868 2,348 1,520 60.7 39.3
6 55,604 49,712 5,892 89.4 10.6 5,772 4,417 1,355 76.5 23.5
7 89,132 83,048 6,084 93.2 6.8 10,618 9,289 1,329 87.5 12.5
8 101,752 95,855 5,897 94.2 5.8 13,323 11,994 1,329 90.0 10.0
9 103,391 97,868 5,523 94.7 5.3 15,521 14,115 1,406 90.9 9.1

10 153,794 144,984 8,810 94.3 5.7 26,250 23,784 2,466 90.6 9.4
11 101,965 96,208 5,757 94.4 5.6 20,149 18,206 1,943 90.4 9.6
12 123,980 116,417 7,563 93.9 6.1 27,596 24,950 2,646 90.4 9.6
13 106,375 99,242 7,133 93.3 6.7 26,566 23,952 2,614 90.2 9.8
14 103,002 94,634 8,368 91.9 8.1 29,336 25,814 3,522 88.0 12.0
15 103,571 92,606 10,965 89.4 10.6 33,777 28,725 5,052 85.0 15.0
16 95,087 82,400 12,687 86.7 13.3 32,797 26,947 5,850 82.2 17.8
17 79,343 64,430 14,913 81.2 18.8 32,194 24,504 7,690 76.1 23.9

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 20: Number of Female Orphans and Non-orphans who are currently attending school by Age (single years), Zambia 2010

Age

Total 
Female 

non-
orphans

 Female 
non-

orphans 
currently 
attending 

school

Female 
non-

orphans 
currently 

NOT 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of female 

non-
orphans 
currently 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of female 

non 
orphans 

NOT 
attending 

school

Total 
Female 
Orphans

 Female 
Orphans 
currently 
attending 

school

Female 
Orphans 
currently 

Not 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of Female 
orphans 
currently 
attending 

school

Percentage 
of Female 
orphans 

NOT 
attending 

school

Total 1,301,594 1,171,606 129,988 90.0 10.0 290,075 248,408 41,667 85.6 14.4
Age

5 42,577 36,250 6,327 85.1 14.9 3,918 3,297 621 84.2 15.8
6 60,764 54,771 5,993 90.1 9.9 6,158 5,542 616 90.0 10.0
7 93,785 87,608 6,177 93.4 6.6 11,206 10,389 817 92.7 7.3
8 108,431 102,254 6,177 94.3 5.7 14,552 13,634 918 93.7 6.3
9 108,420 102,757 5,663 94.8 5.2 16,397 15,373 1,024 93.8 6.2

10 157,188 148,424 8,764 94.4 5.6 27,410 25,537 1,873 93.2 6.8
11 105,647 99,449 6,198 94.1 5.9 21,589 20,009 1,580 92.7 7.3
12 126,974 118,966 8,008 93.7 6.3 28,342 26,136 2,206 92.2 7.8
13 110,487 102,644 7,843 92.9 7.1 28,250 25,760 2,490 91.2 8.8
14 106,694 96,685 10,009 90.6 9.4 30,898 27,333 3,565 88.5 11.5
15 104,061 89,445 14,616 86.0 14.0 34,282 28,367 5,915 82.7 17.3
16 97,045 77,302 19,743 79.7 20.3 34,790 26,311 8,479 75.6 24.4
17 79,521 55,051 24,470 69.2 30.8 32,283 20,720 11,563 64.2 35.8

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 21: Number of Maternal Orphan headed households (aged 12-17 years) by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010
Maternal

Rural/urban and 
Province  Total Percent  Male Percent  Female Percent

 Total 339 100 188 55.5 151 44.5
    Rural 207 61.1 104 50.2 103 30.4
    Urban 132 38.9 84 63.6 48 14.2
Province
     Central 61 18.0 37 60.7 24 39.3
     Copperbelt 50 14.7 32 64.0 18 36.0
     Eastern 26 7.7 13 50.0 13 50.0
     Luapula 18 5.3 11 61.1 7 38.9
     Lusaka 41 12.1 28 68.3 13 31.7
     Muchinga 19 5.6 14 73.7 5 26.3
     Northern 29 8.6 14 48.3 15 51.7
     North Western 24 7.1 11 45.8 13 54.2
     Southern 28 8.3 17 60.7 11 39.3
     Western 43 12.7 11 25.6 32 74.4
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 22: Number of Paternal Orphan Headed Households (aged 12-17 years) by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010
Paternal
Rural/urban and 

Province  Total Percent  Male Percent  Female Percent

 Total 814 100 416 51.1 398 48.9
    Rural 484 59.5 224 46.3 260 53.7
    Urban 330 40.5 192 58.2 138 41.8
Province
     Central 107 13.1 58 54.2 49 45.8
     Copperbelt 119 14.6 75 63.0 44 37.0
     Eastern 71 8.7 40 56.3 31 43.7
     Luapula 46 5.7 24 52.2 22 47.8
     Lusaka 99 12.2 63 63.6 36 36.4
     Muchinga 55 6.8 24 43.6 31 56.4
     Northern 87 10.7 41 47.1 46 52.9
     North Western 60 7.4 26 43.3 34 56.7
     Southern 78 9.6 40 51.3 38 48.7
     Western 92 11.3 25 27.2 67 72.8
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

 Table 23: Number of Double Orphan Headed Households (aged 12-17 years) by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010
Double

Rural/urban and 
Province  Total Percent  Male Percent  Female Percent

 Total 668 100 338 50.6 330 49.4
    Rural 385 57.6 181 47.0 204 53.0
    Urban 283 42.4 157 55.5 126 44.5
Province
     Central 80 12.0 38 47.5 42 52.5
     Copperbelt 99 14.8 57 57.6 42 42.4
     Eastern 64 9.6 25 39.1 39 60.9
     Luapula 45 6.7 20 44.4 25 55.6
     Lusaka 83 12.4 53 63.9 30 36.1
     Muchinga 53 7.9 32 60.4 21 39.6
     Northern 65 9.7 36 55.4 29 44.6
     North Western 41 6.1 24 58.5 17 41.5
     Southern 90 13.5 39 43.3 51 56.7
     Western 48 7.2 14 29.2 34 70.8
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 24: Number of Non-orphans that are economically active (aged 12-17 years) by Sex, Rural/Urban and by Province, Zambia 2010 

 Rural/urban 
and Province

Number 
of Non- 
Orphans

Males Females
Economical-
ly active Non 

orphans

Percentage-
Distribution 

of economi-
cally active 

Non-Orphans

Male Percent Male Percent Female
Percent

Total 1,340,982 663,540 677,442 224,396 16.7 110,248 16.6 114,148 16.8
Rural 818,588 416,089 402,499 196,884 24.1 97,115 23.3 99,769 24.8
Urban 522,394 247,451 274,943 27,512 5.3 13,133 5.3 14,379 5.2
Province
Central 137,687 68,595 69,092 21,737 15.8 10,914 15.9 10,823 15.7
Copper-
belt

213,778 103,631 110,147 18,356 8.6 9,100 8.8 9,256 8.4

Eastern 165,855 84,487 81,368 46,929 28.3 24,178 28.6 22,751 28.0
Luapula 100,239 50,268 49,971 25,885 25.8 12,799 25.5 13,086 26.2
Lusaka 211,320 99,550 111,770 11,020 5.2 5,390 5.4 5,630 5.0
Muchinga 73,619 37,352 36,267 19,863 27 9,572 25.6 10,291 28.4
Northern 111,917 56,606 55,311 25,076 22.4 11,787 20.8 13,289 24.0
North West-
ern

78,071 39,141 38,930 11,885 15.2 5,575 14.2 6,310 16.2

Southern 167,082 83,483 83,599 22,768 13.6 11,098 13.3 11,670 14.0
Western 81,414 40,427 40,987 20,877 25.6 9,835 24.3 11,042 26.9
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 25: Number of Maternal Orphans that are Economically Active (aged 12-17 years) by Sex, Rural/Urban and by Province, Zambia 
2010 

Maternal

Rural/Urban and 
Province

Number of 
Orphans Male Female

Number of 
economi-

cally active 
orphans

Male Female

Percentage 
Distribution 

of economi-
cally active 

Orphans

Male
percent

Female 
percent

Total 70,121 34,532 35,589 12,837 6,482 6,355 18.3 18.8 17.9
Rural 37,017 19,113 17,904 10,453 5,294 5,159 28.2 27.7 28.8
Urban 33,104 15,419 17,685 2,384 1,188 1,196 7.2 7.7 6.8
Province
Central 7,523 3,863 3,660 1,396 755 641 18.6 19.5 17.5
Copperbelt 12,856 6,171 6,685 1,142 620 522 8.9 10 7.8
Eastern 6,958 3,618 3,340 1,961 1,073 888 28.2 29.7 26.6
Luapula 4,540 2,260 2,280 1,147 558 589 25.3 24.7 25.8
Lusaka 13,207 6,117 7,090 1,033 511 522 7.8 8.4 7.4
Muchinga 2,809 1,403 1,406 780 355 425 27.8 25.3 30.2
Northern 4,174 2,052 2,122 1,107 491 616 26.5 23.9 29
North Western 3,168 1,583 1,585 531 261 270 16.8 16.5 17
Southern 9,270 4,702 4,568 2,192 1,148 1,044 23.6 24.4 22.9
Western 5,616 2,763 2,853 1,548 710 838 27.6 25.7 29.4
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 26: Number of Paternal Orphans that are economically active (aged 12-17 years) by Sex, Rural/Urban and by Province, Zambia 
2010 

Paternal

Rural/Urban and 
Province

Number of 
Orphans Male Female

Number of 
economi-

cally active 
orphans

Male Female

Percent 
Distribution 

of economi-
cally active 

Orphans

Male per-
cent

Female 
percent

Total 237,386 115,989 121,397 41,965 20,855 21,110 17.7 18.0 17.4
Rural 122,231 62,269 59,962 33,335 16,651 16,684 27.3 26.7 27.8
Urban 115,155 53,720 61,435 8,630 4,204 4,426 7.5 7.8 7.2
Province
Central 24,236 12,117 12,119 3,981 2,046 1,935 16.4 16.9 16
Copperbelt 43,846 21,014 22,832 3,991 2,021 1,970 9.1 9.6 8.6
Eastern 25,856 13,222 12,634 7,009 3,693 3,316 27.1 27.9 26.2
Luapula 14,683 7,281 7,402 3,689 1,823 1,866 25.1 25.0 25.2
Lusaka 46,592 21,537 25,055 3,639 1,799 1,840 7.8 8.4 7.3
Muchinga 11,139 5,620 5,519 3,029 1,445 1,584 27.2 25.7 28.7
Northern 16,078 8,153 7,925 3,969 1,901 2,068 24.7 23.3 26.1
North Western 9,848 4,822 5,026 1,697 766 931 17.2 15.9 18.5
Southern 27,865 13,734 14,131 6,291 3,110 3,181 22.6 22.6 22.5
Western 17,243 8,489 8,754 4,670 2,251 2,419 27.1 26.5 27.6
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 27: Number of Double Orphans that are economically active (aged 12-17 years) by Sex, Rural/Urban and by Province, Zambia 
2010 

Double

Rural/Urban and 
Province

Number of 
Orphans Male Female

Number of 
economi-

cally active 
orphans

Male Female

Percent 
Distribution 

of economi-
cally active 

Orphans

Male 
percent

Female 
percent

Total 100,160 49,406 50,754 18,333 9,452 8,881 18.3 19.1 17.5
Rural 49,877 26,027 23,850 14,060 7,288 6,772 28.2 28.0 28.4
Urban 50,283 23,379 26,904 4,273 2,164 2,109 8.5 9.3 7.8
Province
Central 11,077 5,469 5,608 1,924 946 978 17.4 17.3 17.4
Copperbelt 20,181 9,692 10,489 2,064 1,108 956 10.2 11.4 9.1
Eastern 10,858 5,734 5,124 3,109 1,742 1,367 28.6 30.4 26.7
Luapula 6,606 3,416 3,190 1,671 849 822 25.3 24.9 25.8
Lusaka 19,753 9,087 10,666 1,752 884 868 8.9 9.7 8.1
Muchinga 4,551 2,379 2,172 1,281 640 641 28.1 26.9 29.5
Northern 6,509 3,376 3,133 1,694 840 854 26.0 24.9 27.3
North Western 3,239 1,616 1,623 608 306 302 18.8 18.9 18.6
Southern 11,501 5,698 5,803 2,679 1,371 1,308 23.3 24.1 22.5
Western 5,885 2,939 2,946 1,551 766 785 26.4 26.1 26.6
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 28: Number of Orphan Heads of households that are economically active (aged 12-17 years) by Sex, Rural/Urban and Province, 
Zambia 2010 

Rural/urban 
and Province

Total Orphan Heads of Households Male Heads of Households Female Heads of 
Households

Total 
Orphan 
Heads

Economi-
cally

active

Economi-
cally 

Inactive

Percent 
of eco-

nomically 
active

Total Male
Economi-

cally
 active

Percent 
of eco-

nomically 
active

Total
 Female

Economi-
cally

 active

Percent 
of eco-

nomically 
active

Total 1,821 751 1,070 41.2 942 408 43.3 879 343 39.0
Rural 1,069 531 538 49.7 509 269 52.8 560 262 46.8
Urban 752 220 532 29.3 433 139 32.1 319 81 25.4
   Province
Central 248 84 164 33.9 133 55 41.4 115 29 25.2
Copperbelt 268 93 175 34.7 164 66 40.2 104 27 26.0
Eastern 161 85 76 52.8 78 43 55.1 83 42 50.6
Luapula 109 51 58 46.8 55 25 45.5 54 26 48.1
Lusaka 223 73 150 32.7 144 55 38.2 79 18 22.8
Muchinga 127 63 64 49.6 70 35 50.0 57 28 49.1
Northern 181 77 104 42.5 91 36 39.6 90 41 45.6
North Western 125 54 71 43.2 61 26 42.6 64 28 43.8
Southern 196 72 124 36.7 96 44 45.8 100 28 28.0
Western 183 99 84 54.1 50 23 46.0 133 76 57.1
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 29: Number of Orphan heads of households that are economically active by Age (single years) and Sex, Zambia 2010 

Age 
Total Orphan 
Household 

Heads

Economi-
cally active 

Orphan 
Household 

Heads

Percent of 
economi-

cally active 
Orphan 

Household 
Heads

Total Male 
orphan 

Household 
Heads

Economi-
cally active 

male orphan 
Household 

Heads

Percentage 
of economi-
cally active 

male orphan 
Household 

Heads

Total Female 
orphan 

Household 
Heads

Economical-
ly active fe-
male orphan 
Household 

Heads

Percent of 
economi-

cally active 
female 
orphan 

Household 
Heads

Total 1,821 751 41.2 942 408 43.3 879 343 39.0
Age

12 107 17 15.9 59 14 23.7 48 3 6.3
13 105 19 18.1 62 14 22.6 43 5 11.6
14 136 43 31.6 63 20 31.7 73 23 31.5
15 230 76 33.0 124 41 33.1 106 35 33.0
16 431 191 44.3 197 94 47.7 234 97 41.5
17 812 405 49.9 437 225 51.5 375 180 48.0

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 30: Number of Non-orphan heads of households that are economically active by Age (single years) and Sex, Zambia 2010 

Age 

Total  Non-
orphan 

Household 
Heads

Economi-
cally active 
Non orphans 
Household 

Heads

Percent of 
economi-

cally active 
Non-

orphans 
Household 

Heads

Total Male 
non-orphan 
Household 

Heads

Economi-
cally ac-
tive Male 

non-orphan 
Household 

Heads

Percent 
of eco-

nomically 
active male 
non-orphan 
Household 

Heads

Total Female 
non-orphan 
Household 

Heads

Economi-
cally active 

female 
non-orphan 
Household 

Heads

Percent of 
economi-

cally active 
female 

non-orphan 
Household 

Heads
Total 2,815 974 34.6 1,484 559 37.7 1,331 415 31.2
Age
12 224 31 13.8 115 20 17.4 109 11 10.1
13 185 29 15.7 97 12 12.4 88 17 19.3
14 244 46 18.9 104 22 21.2 140 24 17.1
15 394 111 28.2 214 58 27.1 180 53 29.4
16 614 211 34.4 311 109 35.0 303 102 33.7
17 1154 546 47.3 643 338 52.6 511 208 40.7

Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 31: Number of Orphan heads of households that are economically active by Rural/urban and Sex, Zambia 2010 

Rural/urban
Total Orphan 
Household 

Heads

Economi-
cally active 

Orphan 
Household 

Heads

Percent of 
economi-

cally active 
Orphan 

Household 
Heads

Total Male 
orphan 

Household 
Heads

Economi-
cally active 

male orphan 
Household 

Heads

Percent of 
economi-

cally active 
male orphan 
Household 

Heads

Total Female 
orphan 

Household 
Heads

Economical-
ly active fe-
male orphan 
Household 

Heads

Percent of 
economi-

cally active 
female 
orphan 

Household 
Heads

Total 2,815 974 34.6 1,484 559 19.9 1,331 415 14.7
Rural 1,806 773 42.8 954 425 23.5 852 348 19.3
Urban 1,009 201 19.9 530 134 13.3 479 67 6.6
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing



44  -   ORPHANHOOD AND FOSTERHOOD REPORT

Table 32: Number of Non-orphan heads of households who are economically active by Rural/urban and Sex, Zambia 2010 

Rural/urban

Total  Non-
orphan 

Household 
Heads

Economi-
cally active 
Non orphans 
Household 

Heads

Percent of 
economi-

cally active 
Non-

orphans 
Household 

Heads

Total Male 
non-orphan 
Household 

Heads

Economi-
cally ac-
tive Male 

non-orphan 
Household 

Heads

Percent 
of eco-

nomically 
active male 
non-orphan 
Household 

Heads

Total Female 
non-orphan 
Household 

Heads

Economi-
cally active 

female 
non-orphan 
Household 

Heads

Percent of 
economi-

cally active 
female 

non-orphan 
Household 

Heads
Total 1,821 751 41.2 942 408 22.4 879 343 18.8
Rural 1,069 531 49.7 509 269 25.2 560 262 24.5
Urban 752 220 29.3 433 139 18.5 319 81 10.8
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 33: Marital status of Orphans (aged 12-17 years) by Rural/urban, Age and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/

urban,Age 
and Prov-

ince

Total

Marital status

Never 
married Percent Married Percent Di-

vorced Percent Sepa-
rated Percent Wid-

owed Percent Cohab-
iting Percent

Total 420,437 406,527 96.7 9,911 2.4 324   0.08 606   0.14 163    0.04 2,906 0.7
Rural 215,687 205,700 95.4 7,506 3.5 227   0.11 358   0.17 89    0.04 1,807 0.8
Urban 204,750 200,827 98.1 2,405 1.2 97   0.05 248   0.12 74    0.04 1,099 0.5

Age
12 65,101 64,652 99.3 192 0.3 12   0.02 25   0.04 21    0.03 199 0.3
13 62,340 61,919 99.3 199 0.3 9   0.01 24   0.04 18    0.03 171 0.3
14 67,986 67,257 98.9 408 0.6 23   0.03 31   0.05 16    0.02 251 0.4
15 76,997 74,738 97.1 1,622 2.1 49   0.06 83   0.11 27    0.04 478 0.6
16 75,780 72,074 95.1 2,751 3.6 78   0.10 154   0.20 35    0.05 688 0.9
17 72,233 65,887 91.2 4,739 6.6 153   0.21 289   0.40 46    0.06 1,119 1.5

Province
Central 44,201 42,421 96.0 1,316 3.0 35   0.08 70   0.16 14    0.03 345 0.8
Copperbelt 78,783 77,297 98.1 988 1.3 22   0.03 82   0.10 30    0.04 364 0.5
Eastern 45,081 43,013 95.4 1,569 3.5 60   0.13 79   0.18 23    0.05 337 0.7
Luapula 26,904 25,926 96.4 676 2.5 27   0.10 56   0.21 14    0.05 205 0.8
Lusaka 81,489 79,835 98.0 1,003 1.2 52   0.06 91   0.11 25    0.03 483 0.6
Muchinga 19,138 18,099 94.6 783 4.1 22   0.11 54   0.28 14    0.07 166 0.9
Northern 27,730 26,300 94.8 987 3.6 33   0.12 81   0.29 15    0.05 314 1.1
North West-
ern 16,860 16,254 96.4 378 2.2 9   0.05 18   0.11 4    0.02 197 1.2
Southern 50,343 48,417 96.2 1,499 3.0 48   0.10 63   0.13 14    0.03 302 0.6
Western 29,908 28,965 96.8 712 2.4 16   0.05 12   0.04 10    0.03 193 0.6
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 34: Marital status of Male Orphans (aged 12-17 years) by Rural/urban, Age and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/

urban,Age 
and Prov-

ince

Total

Marital status

Never 
married Percent Married Percent Divorced Percent Sepa-

rated Percent Wid-
owed Percent Cohabit-

ing Percent

Total 206,239 204,280 99.1 781 0.4 44 0.02 106 0.05 59 0.03 969 0.5
Rural 110,829 109,591 98.9 549 0.5 30 0.03 78 0.07 29 0.03 552 0.5
Urban 95,410 94,689 99.2 232 0.2 14 0.01 28 0.03 30 0.03 417 0.4
Age
12 32,428 32,160 99.2 71 0.2 6 0.02 21 0.06 9 0.03 161 0.5
13 30,334 30,099 99.2 71 0.2 5 0.02 13 0.04 9 0.03 137 0.5
14 33,161 32,896 99.2 78 0.2 6 0.02 10 0.03 5 0.02 166 0.5
15 38,105 37,742 99.0 135 0.4 5 0.01 18 0.05 13 0.03 192 0.5
16 36,541 36,214 99.1 159 0.4 8 0.02 27 0.07 11 0.03 122 0.3
17 35,670 35,169 98.6 267 0.7 14 0.04 17 0.05 12 0.03 191 0.5

Province
Central 22,116 21,911 99.1 94 0.4 5 0.02 11 0.05 6 0.03 89 0.4
Copperbelt 37,808 37,564 99.4 93 0.2 1 0.00 9 0.02 8 0.02 133 0.4
Eastern 23,293 23,041 98.9 112 0.5 7 0.03 21 0.09 8 0.03 104 0.4
Luapula 13,473 13,332 99.0 45 0.3 2 0.01 15 0.11 6 0.04 73 0.5
Lusaka 37,641 37,306 99.1 107 0.3 8 0.02 14 0.04 7 0.02 199 0.5
Muchinga 9,741 9,602 98.6 72 0.7 2 0.02 5 0.05 9 0.09 51 0.5
Northern 14,080 13,893 98.7 59 0.4 2 0.01 13 0.09 4 0.03 109 0.8
North West-
ern 8,333 8,261 99.1 32 0.4 4 0.05 1 0.01 1 0.01 34 0.4
Southern 24,993 24,750 99.0 109 0.4 12 0.05 11 0.04 7 0.03 104 0.4
Western 14,761 14,620 99.0 58 0.4 1 0.01 6 0.04 3 0.02 73 0.5
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 35: Marital status of Female Orphans (aged 12-17 years) by Rural/urban, Age and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/

urban,Age 
and Prov-

ince

Total

Marital status

Never 
married % Married % Di-

vorced % Sepa-
rated % Wid-

owed % Cohab-
iting %

Total 214,198 202,247 94.4 9,130 4.3 280   0.13 500   0.23 104   0.05 1,937 0.9
Rural 104,858 96,109 91.7 6,957 6.6 197   0.19 280   0.27 60   0.06 1,255 1.2
Urban 109,340 106,138 97.1 2,173 2.0 83   0.08 220   0.20 44   0.04 682 0.6
Age
12 32,673 32,492 99.4 121 0.4 6   0.02 4   0.01 12   0.04 38 0.1
13 32,006 31,820 99.4 128 0.4 4   0.01 11   0.03 9   0.03 34 0.1
14 34,825 34,361 98.7 330 0.9 17   0.05 21   0.06 11   0.03 85 0.2
15 38,892 36,996 95.1 1,487 3.8 44   0.11 65   0.17 14   0.04 286 0.7
16 39,239 35,860 91.4 2,592 6.6 70   0.18 127   0.32 24   0.06 566 1.4
17 36,563 30,718 84.0 4,472 12.2 139   0.38 272   0.74 34   0.09 928 2.5
Province
Central 22,085 20,510 92.9 1,222 5.5 59   0.27 59   0.27 8   0.04 256 1.2
Copperbelt 40,975 39,733 97.0 895 2.2 73   0.18 73   0.18 22   0.05 231 0.6
Eastern 21,788 19,972 91.7 1,457 6.7 58   0.27 58   0.27 15   0.07 233 1.1
Luapula 13,431 12,594 93.8 631 4.7 41   0.31 41   0.31 8   0.06 132 1.0
Lusaka 43,848 42,529 97.0 896 2.0 77   0.18 77   0.18 18   0.04 284 0.6
Muchinga 9,397 8,497 90.4 711 7.6 49   0.52 49   0.52 5   0.05 115 1.2
Northern 13,650 12,407 90.9 928 6.8 68   0.50 68   0.50 11   0.08 205 1.5
North West-
ern 8,527 7,993 93.7 346 4.1 17   0.20 17   0.20 3   0.04 163 1.9
Southern 25,350 23,667 93.4      1,390 5.5 52   0.21 52   0.21 7   0.03 198 0.8
Western 15,147 14,345 94.7 654 4.3 6   0.04 6   0.04 7   0.05 120 0.8
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 36: Marital status of Non-orphans (aged 12-17 years) by Rural/urban, Age and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/

urban,Age 
and Prov-

ince

Total

Marital status

Never 
married Percent Married Percent Di-

vorced Percent Sepa-
rated Percent Wid-

owed Percent Cohab-
iting Percent

Total 1,339,348 1,305,280 97.5 26,586 2.0 651 0.05 1,308 0.10 225 0.02 5,298 0.40
Rural 815,694 788,921 96.7 21,254 2.6 535 0.07 903 0.11 141 0.02 3,940 0.48
Urban 523,654 516,359 98.6 5,332 1.0 116 0.02 405 0.08 84 0.02 1,358 0.26
Age
12 277,129 274,906 99.2 1,842 0.7 15 0.01 91 0.03 28 0.01 247 0.09
13 234,968 232,937 99.1 1,594 0.7 24 0.01 65 0.03 26 0.01 322 0.14
14 225,991 223,823 99.0 1,652 0.7 36 0.02 80 0.04 34 0.02 366 0.16
15 224,347 218,592 97.4 4,413 2.0 100 0.04 230 0.10 44 0.02 968 0.43
16 206,435 197,670 95.8 6,794 3.3 191 0.09 322 0.16 42 0.02 1,416 0.69
17 170,478 157,352 92.3 10,291 6.0 285 0.17 520 0.31 51 0.03 1,979 1.16
Province
Central 137,645 133,570 97.0 3,213 2.3 68 0.05 114 0.08 26 0.02 654 0.48
Copperbelt 213,086 209,995 98.5 2,360 1.1 47 0.02 166 0.08 35 0.02 483 0.23
Eastern 166,005 160,345 96.6 4,645 2.8 145 0.09 179 0.11 41 0.02 650 0.39
Luapula 100,117 97,608 97.5 1,903 1.9 68 0.07 115 0.11 14 0.01 409 0.41
Lusaka 210,864 207,723 98.5 2,303 1.1 56 0.03 153 0.07 28 0.01 601 0.29
Muchinga 73,860 71,193 96.4 2,173 2.9 42 0.06 120 0.16 19 0.03 313 0.42
Northern 112,172 108,369 96.6 2,954 2.6 74 0.07 200 0.18 13 0.01 562 0.50
North West-
ern 78,085 75,832 97.1 1,480 1.9 23 0.03 69 0.09 5 0.01 676 0.87
Southern 166,669 161,756 97.1 4,066 2.4 92 0.06 150 0.09 20 0.01 585 0.35
Western 80,845 78,889 97.6 1,489 1.8 36 0.04 42 0.05 24 0.03 365 0.45
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 37: Marital status of Male Non-orphans (aged 12-17 years) by Rural/urban, Age and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/

urban,Age 
and Prov-

ince

Total

Marital status

Never 
married Percent Married Percent Divorced Percent Sepa-

rated Percent Wid-
owed Percent Cohabit-

ing Percent

Total 662,850 659,324 99.5 2,133 0.3 85 0.01 331 0.05 84 0.01 893 0.13
Rural 414,724 411,994 99.3 1,710 0.4 64 0.02 220 0.05 60 0.01 676 0.16
Urban 248,126 247,330 99.7 423 0.2 21 0.01 111 0.04 24 0.01 217 0.09
Age

12 137,684 137,187 99.6 294 0.2 8 0.01 74 0.05 13 0.01 108 0.08
13 115,711 115,256 99.6 238 0.2 9 0.01 45 0.04 11 0.01 152 0.13
14 111,224 110,790 99.6 228 0.2 12 0.01 44 0.04 17 0.02 133 0.12
15 111,977 111,379 99.5 331 0.3 13 0.01 68 0.06 17 0.02 169 0.15
16 101,798 101,146 99.4 411 0.4 22 0.02 54 0.05 15 0.01 150 0.15
17 84,456 83,566 98.9 631 0.7 21 0.02 46 0.05 11 0.01 181 0.21

Province
Central 68,588 68,193 99.4 252 0.4 9 0.01 24 0.03 10 0.01 100 0.15
Copperbelt 103,290 103,012 99.7 167 0.2 5 0.00 37 0.04 15 0.01 54 0.05
Eastern 84,587 83,996 99.3 433 0.5 14 0.02 40 0.05 15 0.02 89 0.11
Luapula 50,230 50,003 99.5 123 0.2 11 0.02 22 0.04 7 0.01 64 0.13
Lusaka 99,360 99,007 99.6 176 0.2 12 0.01 42 0.04 9 0.01 114 0.11
Muchinga 37,486 37,234 99.3 157 0.4 4 0.01 34 0.09 9 0.02 48 0.13
Northern 56,689 56,358 99.4 202 0.4 8 0.01 52 0.09 1 0.00 68 0.12
North West-
ern 39,139 38,866 99.3 124 0.3 6 0.02 37 0.09 3 0.01 103 0.26
Southern 83,306 82,775 99.4 361 0.4 12 0.01 25 0.03 3 0.00 130 0.16
Western 40,175 39,880 99.3 138 0.3 4 0.01 18 0.04 12 0.03 123 0.31
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 38: Marital status of Female Non-orphans (aged 12-17 years) by Rural/urban, Age and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/urban, 

Age and 
Province

Total
Marital status

Never 
married Percent Married Percent Di-

vorced Percent Sepa-
rated Percent Wid-

owed Percent Cohab-
iting Percent

Total 676,498 645,956 95.5 24,453 3.6 566 0.08 977 0.14 141 0.02 4,405 0.7
Rural 400,970 376,927 94.0 19,544 4.9 471 0.12 683 0.17 81 0.02 3,264 0.8
Urban 275,528 269,029 97.6 4,909 1.8 95 0.03 294 0.11 60 0.02 1,141 0.4
Age

12 139,445 137,719 98.8 1,548 1.1 7 0.01 17 0.01 15 0.01 139 0.1
13 119,257 117,681 98.7 1,356 1.1 15 0.01 20 0.02 15 0.01 170 0.1
14 114,767 113,033 98.5 1,424 1.2 24 0.02 36 0.03 17 0.01 233 0.2
15 112,370 107,213 95.4 4,082 3.6 87 0.08 162 0.14 27 0.02 799 0.7
16 104,637 96,524 92.2 6,383 6.1 169 0.16 268 0.26 27 0.03 1,266 1.2
17 86,022 73,786 85.8 9,660 11.2 264 0.31 474 0.55 40 0.05 1,798 2.1

Province
Central 69,057 65,377 94.7 2,961 4.3 59 0.09 90 0.13 16 0.02 554 0.8
Copperbelt 109,796 106,983 97.4 2,193 2.0 42 0.04 129 0.12 20 0.02 429 0.4
Eastern 81,418 76,349 93.8 4,212 5.2 131 0.16 139 0.17 26 0.03 561 0.7
Luapula 49,887 47,605 95.4 1,780 3.6 57 0.11 93 0.19 7 0.01 345 0.7
Lusaka 111,504 108,716 97.5 2,127 1.9 44 0.04 111 0.10 19 0.02 487 0.4
Muchinga 36,374 33,959 93.4 2,016 5.5 38 0.10 86 0.24 10 0.03 265 0.7
Northern 55,483 52,011 93.7 2,752 5.0 66 0.12 148 0.27 12 0.02 494 0.9
North West-
ern 38,946 36,966 94.9 1,356 3.5 17 0.04 32 0.08 2 0.01 573 1.5

Southern 83,363 78,981 94.7 3,705 4.4 80 0.10 125 0.15 17 0.02 455 0.5
Western 40,670 39,009 95.9 1,351 3.3 32 0.08 24 0.06 12 0.03 242 0.6
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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Table 39: Number of Fostered Orphans (aged 5-17 years) currently attending school by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 2010
Rural/urban 

and Province
Fostered orphans currently attending school

Total Both Percent Male Percent Female Percent
Total      165,716      143,829 86.8        68,427 41.3        75,402 45.5

Rural        83,606        71,345 85.3        36,465 43.6        34,880 41.7
Urban        82,110        72,484 88.3        31,962 38.9        40,522 49.4
Province
Central        18,191        15,821 87.0          7,782 42.8          8,039 44.2
Copperbelt        31,359        27,960 89.2        12,717 40.6        15,243 48.6
Eastern        13,753        11,600 84.3          5,665 41.2          5,935 43.2
Luapula          9,614          8,156 84.8          4,044 42.1          4,112 42.8
Lusaka        32,486        27,915 85.9        12,137 37.4        15,778 48.6
Muchinga          6,530          5,569 85.3          2,836 43.4          2,733 41.9
Northern          9,631          8,050 83.6          4,139 43.0          3,911 40.6
North Western          7,558          6,650 88.0          3,217 42.6          3,433 45.4
Southern        24,216        21,364 88.2        10,650 44.0        10,714 44.2
Western        12,378        10,744 86.8          5,240 42.3          5,504 44.5
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing

Table 40: Number of Fostered Non-orphans (aged 5-17 years) currently attending school by Sex, Rural/urban and Province, Zambia 
2010

Rural/urban 
and Province

 Fostered non-orphans currently attending school 
Total Both Percent Male Percent Female Percent

 Total      303,074      264,796 87.4      116,718 38.5      148,078 48.9
 Rural      164,568      141,509 86.0        66,937 40.7        74,572 45.3
 Urban      138,506      123,287 89.0        49,781 35.9        73,506 53.1
Province 
 Central        33,233        29,090 87.5        13,207 39.7        15,883 47.8
 Copperbelt        52,139        46,864 89.9        19,825 38.0        27,039 51.9
 Eastern        25,790        21,426 83.1          9,268 35.9        12,158 47.1
 Luapula        17,690        15,234 86.1          7,144 40.4          8,090 45.7
 Lusaka        52,469        45,273 86.3        17,985 34.3        27,288 52.0
 Muchinga        12,598        10,659 84.6          5,131 40.7          5,528 43.9
 Northern        18,659        15,679 84.0          7,539 40.4          8,140 43.6
 North Western        19,606        17,481 89.2          7,919 40.4          9,562 48.8
 Southern        49,657        44,065 88.7        19,917 40.1        24,148 48.6
 Western        21,233        19,025 89.6          8,783 41.4        10,242 48.2
Source: 2010 Census of Population and Housing
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